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When I first spoke to Ryan and Stuart about working on a Euro 2012 

project in late October 2011, I wasn't really sure how this would look.  

I've always been impressed with both of their knowledge and 

enthusiasm for all things Eastern Europe, but when I finally saw how 

good this guide was, I was absolutely blown away. Considering 

everything that the travelling fan will need to know for their trip to 

Poland/Ukraine, Ryan and Stuart have captured the essentials and a 

whole lot more. An exemplary body of work, and an essential travel 

companion. 

 

JEFF LIVINGSTONE 

Editor, In Bed With Maradona 

Twitter: @inbedwimaradona 
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WHAT TO SEE… 

Poland’s rich history means that there is a vast 

array of tourist sites all around the country. 

Whilst the Euro 2012 host cities of Warsaw, 

Gdańsk, Poznań and Wrocław are major 

tourism destinations; there is a lot more to see 

in the beautiful country of Poland. 

 

Poland’s second city of Kraków is one of the 

most popular city-break destinations, not just 

in Poland, but in Europe. Home to the massive 

Rynek Market Square, as well as St. Mary’s 

Basilica and Waweł Castle, it’s hardly 

surprising that tourists continue to flock to the 

city.  

The hugely important coal-mining region of 

Upper Silesia (Górny Sląsk) is a short trip 

westwards from Kraków, and contains the 

cities of Katowice, Gliwice, Chorzów, Zabrze 

and Bytom. 

In between the cities of Katowice and Kraków 

lies arguably the most important site in the 

whole of the country – the former Nazi 

Concentration camp of Auschwitz. If you’re 

within reaching distance of the camp and have 

a spare day, it’s strongly suggested that you 

visit the memorial museum. But beware, it can 

be very distressing. 

 

 

One of the most stunning views in Poland 

comes high in the Tatra mountains – close to 

Poland’s border with Slovakia. Surrounded by 

a backdrop of mountains lies the town of 

Zakopane. Famous for its winter sports, it is a 

fantastic place to relax for a day-or-two. 

Heading further north, the town of 

Częstochowa is home to Poland’s most 

popular religious shrine – the Black Madonna 

of Częstochowa. This is housed in the 

massive Jasna Gora Monastery, which is the 

site of one of the biggest pilgrimages in 

Europe – attracting approximately 4.5 million 

visitors per year. 

In the far east of Poland sits the Białowieża 

Forest, recognised as the last remaining parts 

of the massive forest which once spread 

across the entirety of the continent. Whilst the 

larger part of the forest is located in 

neighbouring Belarus, an area of 

approximately 39 square miles is situated on 

the Polish side of the border. 

Heading away from the border, the cities of 

Białystok and Toruń are known for their 

beautiful old towns; whilst the Masurian Lake 

District is a popular spot for vacationing 

Poles. 

 

Around the host city of Gdańsk is the Baltic 

Coast, home to Poland’s rich and famous 

during the Summer months. The beaches 

around Sopot are some of the best in the 

country. 
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AIR TRAVEL 

As well as the airports of the four host cities, 

there are also a further six airports dotted 

around Poland – all hosting flights from the UK 

and Ireland. 

Kraków (220km) and Katowice (160km) in the 

south are possible alternatives to arriving in 

Wrocław; whilst both Łódź (124km/185km) and 

Bydgoszcz (225km/105km) airports have fairly 

straightforward connections to both Warsaw 

and Poznań. Szczecin airport - close to the 

German border - is approximately 260km from 

Gdańsk, whilst Bydgoszcz is 150km away. 

Rzeszów Airport sits approximately 250km to 

the South of Warsaw, but the closest host city 

is over the Ukrainian border – as Lviv lies just 

145km away. 

 

 

 

 

POLAND FACTFILE 

CAPITAL CITY: Warsaw 

AREA: 312,685 km ² 

POPULATION (est.): 38,186,860 

CURRENCY: Złoty (PLN) 

ROUGH CONVERSION: £1 = 5zł 

TIME ZONE: GMT+ 1 hour 

AVERAGE JUNE TEMP: 17 °C 

 

FLYING FROM THE UK-IRELAND 

Warsaw - Cork, Doncaster/Sheffield, Glasgow, Liverpool, Luton (Wizz Air); Dublin (Aer 

Lingus); Heathrow (BA/LOT). 

Gdańsk - Birmingham, Bristol, Dublin, Edinburgh, Leeds/Bradford, Stansted (Ryanair); 

Cork, Doncaster/Sheffield, Glasgow, Liverpool,Luton (Wizz Air). 

Poznań - Bristol, Dublin, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Stansted (Ryanair); Cork, 

Doncaster/Sheffield, Luton (Wizz Air) 

Wrocław - Bournemouth, Bristol, Dublin, East Midlands, Glasgow, Liverpool, Stansted, 

Shannon (Ryanair); Cork, Doncaster/Sheffield, Luton ( Wizz Air). 

Kraków - Dublin (Aer Lingus); Belfast, Bristol, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Gatwick (EasyJet); 

Newcastle (Jet2); Dublin, Edinburgh, East Midlands, Leeds/Bradford, Liverpool, Stansted 

(Ryanair). 

Katowice - Birmingham, Bristol, Dublin, Stansted, Manchester (Ryanair); Cork, 

Doncaster/Sheffield, Liverpool, Luton (Wizz Air). 

Łódź - Dublin, East Midlands, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Stansted (Ryanair); Luton (Wizz Air). 

Bydgoszcz - Birmingham, Dublin, Glasgow, Stansted (Ryanair). 

Szczecin - Dublin, Liverpool, Stansted (Ryanair). 

Rzeszów - Birmingham, Bristol, Dublin, East Midlands, Luton, Stansted, Manchester 

(Ryanair). 
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SPEAKING THE LANGUAGE 

During your time in Poland, it will probably benefit you to pick up a few words and phrases that may 

come in handy. Whilst most of the younger generation have a decent grasp of English, it’s likely that 

you will come across a few locals who don’t. Here are a few basic words and phrases that will help 

you to get by: 

PRONOUNCIATION 

Some letters in the Polish alphabet can look harmless, but getting them correct can make all the 

difference in being understood.  

The polish letter ‘Ł’ is pronounced like the English ‘w’; whilst the ‘ą’ and ‘ę’ are said as ‘on’ and ‘en’ 

respectively. 

In Polish, it’s common to see letters placed together in a word that we wouldn’t dream of trying to 

combine in English. Sometimes this can prove very difficult when trying to speak them. Whilst ‘CZ’ 

and ‘SZ’ are simply said as ‘ch’ and ‘sh’; a Polish ‘DZ’ is more like ‘ds’, whilst an ‘RZ’ is closer to ‘sh’. 

To throw a complete spanner into the works, if you see ‘DRZ’, it is said similar to the letter ‘g’ in 

“George”. 

 

PHRASES 

Cześć [cheshch] – Hi/Goodbye 

Dzień dobry [jen do-bri] – Good day  

Dobry wieczór [do-bri vyeh-choor]- Good 

evening 

Dobranoc [dobra-nots] - Good night 

Tak [tahk] - Yes 

Nie [nyeh] - No 

Proszę [prosheh] - Please 

Dziękuje [jen-koo-yeh] - Thank You 

Przepraszam [psheh-prasham] - Sorry 

Jestem z Anglii/Irlandii [yehstem 

zanglee/zeer-landee] - I am from 

England/Ireland 

Czy mówi pan/panipo angielsku? [che 

mooveepan/paneepo angyelskoo?] - Do you 

(male/female) speak English? 

 

 

 

Nie mówię popolsku [nyeh moovyeh 

popolskoo] - I don’t speak Polish 

Jedno piwo poproszę [yedno peevo 

pohprosheh] – Can I have a beer please 

Jeden [yeh-den] – One 

Dwa [dva] – Two 

Trzy [tshi] – Three 

Cztery [ch-tery] – Four 

Pięć [pee-ench] – Five 

Dziesięć [jay-shench] - Ten 

Lotnisko [lot-nee-sko] – Airport 

Dworzec [dvor-shets] – Train Station 

Lewo/Prawo [Lay-vo/Pra-vo] – Left/Right 

Jeden bilet do Warszawy Proszę [yeh-den 

bee-let do Var-shar-vee prosheh] – One 

ticket to Warsaw please. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

LOCAL EMBASSIES 

During the tournament, there will be local 

consulate points created in Poland, to help 

with any consular advice or problems. 

However, if an actual embassy is required, the 

closest ones are as follows: 

United Kingdom 

Ulica Kawalerii 12, 

Warszawa 

00-468 

Tel: (22) 311 0000 

Fax: (22) 311 0311 

E-mail: info@britishembassy.pl 

 

Republic of Ireland 

Ulica Mysia 5, 

VI piętro,  

Warszawa 

00-496 

Tel: (22) 849 6633/849 6655 

Fax: (22) 849 8431 

E-mail: warsawembassy@dfa.ie 

Web: http://www.irlandia.pl 

 

Not from the UK or Ireland? A full list of 

embassies can be found at 

http://www.msz.gov.pl/Przedstawicielstwa,dypl

omatyczne,w,Polsce,12916.html 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Emergency: 112 

Police: 997 

Fire Brigade: 998 

Ambulance: 999 

City Guard: 986 

 

During the tournament, there will be special 

emergency hotlines in place for foreign 

speakers. Call +48 800 200 300 (or +48 608 

599 999 from a mobile) to access the line. 

These numbers will be available between 

10am and 10pm daily, between June 1
st
 and 

September 30
th
. 

 

 

CURRENCY EXCHANGE 

It’s possible to exchange money everywhere in 

Poland; just look out for big signs saying 

“Kantor”. Major banks, large hotels and some 

border crossings will also exchange major 

currencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHARMACIES 

24-hour pharmacies are available in all four 

host cities, as well as other major towns. Just 

look out for “Apteka” – the Polish word for 

Pharmacy. 

 

CLIMATE 

Although Poland is known for having 

extremely cold winters (sometimes reaching 

minus-30 degrees Celsius), the country can be 

basked in sunshine during the summer 

months. The average temperature during June 

is around 17 °C depending on the exact 

region; however it isn’t uncommon for the 

mercury to touch 30°C! 

 

mailto:info@britishembassy.pl
mailto:warsawembassy@dfa.ie
http://www.irlandia.pl/
http://www.msz.gov.pl/Przedstawicielstwa,dyplomatyczne,w,Polsce,12916.html
http://www.msz.gov.pl/Przedstawicielstwa,dyplomatyczne,w,Polsce,12916.html
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Population: 1,716,855 – Established: 14
th

 Century AD - Area: 516.90 km
2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

The capital and largest city in the 

country, Warsaw (Polish: 

Warszawa) is located around 

260km from the Baltic Sea in the 

North, and 300km from the 

Carpathian Mountains in the 

South. 

After its establishment in the early 

14
th
 Century, Warsaw economy 

relied on its crafts and trade 

industry. After the death of Duke 

Janusz III in 1526, the city was 

reincorporated into the Kingdom of Poland. Warsaw gained its’ status as the nation’s Capital in 1596, 

when King Sigismund III Vasa moved the Crown to the city, from Kraków. 

In the 18
th
 century, Warsaw became a centre for culture and arts – which would later help to create 

some of the most famous musicians and artists in history – and became known as “The Paris of the 

East”. 

Following the Congress of Vienna in 1815, Warsaw united with Imperial Russia before returning to a 

united Poland in 1918, after the First World War. 

During World War Two, Warsaw – like much of Poland – was annexed by Nazi Germany, and the city 

saw the construction of the biggest Jewish Ghetto in the country. Before the city was liberated in 

January 1945 by the Red Army, it was razed to the ground under the orders of Adolf Hitler. After the 

war ended, it was estimated around 85% of the city lay in ruin. 

HOME OF… 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie: Twice Nobel Prize-winning physicist and chemist, most famous for her 

discovery of Radium and Polonium, the latter named after her country. 

Frederic Chopin: Considered one of the masters of romantic music, he was also called the “poet of 

the piano”. 

Kazimierz Pułaski: Polish soldier and father of American Cavalry. Saved the life of George 

Washington in the American Revolutionary War, and was one of only seven to be awarded honorary 

American Citizenship. 

Władyslaw Szpilman: A Polish-Jewish pianist, composer and memoirist; famously depicted by 

Adrien Brody in Roman Polanski’s movie “The Pianist”. 
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WARSAW FACT 

The world’s first public library opened 

in Warsaw, way back in 1747! 

WARSAW FACT 

The Palace of Science and Culture is the 

city’s most recognisable building, and is 

the 8th tallest structure in the EU. 

 

 

 

 

 

FIVE THINGS TO DO IN 
WARSAW 
 

 

1. Stare Miasto (Old Town) 

Now a UNESCO World Heritage site, 

Warsaw’s Old Town is the most prominent 

tourist attraction in the area. After being 

levelled by the Nazis at the end of the war, it 

was masterfully reconstructed in a style 

representing the history of the city, spanning 

from the 13
th
 to the 20

th
 centuries. 

2. Centrum Nauki Kopernik 

Standing on the banks of the Wisła, the 

Copernicus Science Centre is a new tourist 

attraction in the city, having been opened in 

late 2010. Named after the Polish scientist, it 

offers over 400 interactive exhibitions, as well 

as many more temporary galleries. 

http://www.kopernik.org.pl/en/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Museum of Pawiak Prison 

On the site of the former Pawiak Prison, this 

museum shows the horrors that were 

committed by the Nazi’s whilst it was used as 

a Gestapo Prison and as part of the Warsaw 

Concentration Camp. An estimated 300,000 

passed through the jail, most resistance 

fighters or political prisoners, before the end of 

the Second World War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Warsaw Zoological Garden 

Covering approximately 100 acres, the Miejski 

Ogród Zoologicyny w Warszawie is home to 

more than 4,000 animals, covering over 500 

different species. Recently the facility has 

opened new exhibitions for both 

Hippopotamuses and Sharks. 

http://www.zoo.waw.pl 

5. Wilanow Poster Museum 

Opened in 1968, the museum is the first of its 

kind in Europe. Containing an exhibit of over 

55,000 posters, there are displays from Poland 

as well as many other countries all over the 

world. Open between 10am-4pm (Tuesday-

Sunday) and 12am-4pm (Monday), there is 

plenty of time to peruse the fascinating 

collections on show. 

http://www.postermuseum.pl 

 

 

 

http://www.kopernik.org.pl/en/
http://www.zoo.waw.pl/
http://www.postermuseum.pl/
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GETTING AROUND 

As the capital city of Poland, Warsaw is the 

main transport hub for the country. Its central 

location means it has access to all corners of 

Poland. 

AIR 

More commonly known by its former name 

“Okęcie”, Warsaw’s Frederic Chopin Airport is 

situated approximately 10km to the south-west 

of the city centre. It has links to the city centre 

by both road and bus. 

Warsaw Chopin Airport is accessible from 

Doncaster/Sheffield, Glasgow, Liverpool and 

London-Luton via low-cost carrier WizzAir; and 

London-Heathrow via both LOT and British 

Airways. 

During the tournament, it will be possible to fly 

from Warsaw to 6 of the 7 other host cities. 

The national carrier LOT flies regularly to Kyiv, 

Donetsk and Lviv in Ukraine, and Gdańsk, 

Wrocław and Poznań in Poland. 

ARRIVING IN WARSAW 

The number 175 bus will take you from the 

Airport Terminal to the heart of Warsaw, whilst 

the number 188 will take you in the general 

direction of the city centre. A single-fare from 

the Airport to the City Centre will cost 3.60PLN 

(approx. 70p), and the journey time is around 

30 minutes. During peak hours, the 175 will 

run between 6-8 times per hour. Tickets can 

usually be bought on-board, and have to be 

validated. 

Taxis can be found outside the main terminal, 

and will cost approximately between 30PLN 

and 45PLN. Try to avoid the people touting in 

the arrivals hall, as they are likely to 

overcharge. Make sure the taxi displays the 

company’s name and number on the side to 

avoid unauthorised vehicles. 

RAIL 

The main train station in the city, Warszawa 

Centralna, has direct services to Poznań (3.5 

hours), Gdańsk (6 hours), and Wrocław (6  

 

 

 

hours). There are also both direct and indirect 

services to Kyiv (18-24 hours), whilst indirect 

services will get you to Lviv (12-15 hours). 

ROAD 

Warsaw is the hub for low-cost bus operator 

PolskiBus.com, where services to Gdańsk, 

Poznań and Wrocław operate 2-3 times per 

day. The company also offer transfers 

between Warsaw and major cities including 

Kraków, Katowice and Lódź. 

The city’s main bus station - Dworzec PKS 

Warszawa Zachodnia - is located on Aleja 

Jerozolimskie, the main street running through 

the centre of Warsaw. From here you can find 

regular bus services to all over Poland. 

IN THE CITY 

Warsaw’s bus and tram network consists of 

over 200 lines, taking you to every corner of 

the city. Since 1995, the city has also had its 

own metro service; although there is only one 

line, and is mainly used for commuting rather 

than tourism. 

The normal bus services run between 05:00 

and 23:00, with many of the routes running 

every 20 minutes. During peak hours, the tram 

network is usually quicker due to the city’s 

congestion problems. Some trams will stop at 

22:00, although many run until midnight. 

Warsaw is also served by a very extensive 

Night Bus network, running every 30 minutes. 

http://www.ztm.waw.pl/?l=2 

The most cost-efficient options for public 

transport in Warsaw are the “Short-Term” 

tickets; which allow travel on buses, trams and 

the Metro for a specified amount of time. A 24-

hour Zone 1 ticket will cost 12PLN whilst for 

Zones 1 and 2 it will cost 19PLN. A 3-day 

ticket offers more savings, with a Zone 1 ticket 

setting you back 24PLN, whilst you will need to 

fork out 38PLN for Zones 1 and 2. 

 

http://www.polskibus.com/
http://www.ztm.waw.pl/?l=2
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FOOD… 

Flaczki z Pulpetami (po Warszawie) 

A tripe stew, made with beef, carrots, onion 

and spices. The dish also includes meatballs 

made from calf liver, veal marrow and 

parmesan cheese. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kavior po Zydowsku 

Translated to “Jewish Caviar”, the dish is 

made from chopped calf or poultry liver, fried 

with both onions and hard-boiled eggs, and 

mixed with mayonnaise, salt and pepper. 

Bułka z Pieczarkami 

Originated whilst the country was under 

communist rule and in a shortage of 

Frankfurters; this dish is basically a hot dog 

bun, pierced, and filled with a mushroom and 

onion stew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zrazy Wołowe Zawijane 

Dill cucumbers, onions, and sometimes bacon; 

wrapped in thin strips of beef, fried and served 

with a spicy sauce. 

Pączki 

Pączki is a type of Polish doughnut, which is 

traditionally eaten on - but not limited to - the 

last Thursday before Ash Wednesday. It can 

be filled with many sweet fillings including 

strawberry or apple, but Rose Marmalade is 

more common in Warsaw. 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Królewskie 

Originally brewed in the city, Królewskie 

(translated as “Royal”) beer is one of 

Warsaw’s most popular lagers. 

“Królewskie Jasne Pełne” is a 5.8% pale lager, 

whilst the slightly stronger “Królewskie Mocne” 

has an alcohol content of 7%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zubrówka Vodka 

Although not produced in Warsaw, Zubrówka 

(or Bison Grass) vodka is one of the most 

popular vodkas in the capital. 

During distillation, the flavour of the grass is 

extracted by crushing, and forcing vodka 

through. When bottled, a single blade of grass 

is placed inside the bottle. 

 

WARSAW FACT 

The Polish capital is twinned with a 

number of cities, including Bangkok. 

Madrid, St Petersburg and… 

Coventry! 

WARSAW FACT 

Despite being in the middle of Poland, 

the symbol of Warsaw is a Mermaid. 
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STADION NARODOWY, 
WARSAW 
 
Warsaw’s games during Euro 2012 will take 

place at the newly-built Stadion Narodowy 

(National Stadium), on the East bank of the 

Wisła River. 

Completed, the stadium will hold 58,145 

spectators, and will be decked out in red and 

white - the country’s national colours; whilst 

the exterior is designed to represent a Polish 

flag waving in the wind. The stadium also has 

a retractable roof which takes around 20 

minutes to close. 

The Stadion Narodowy was built on the site of 

the former Stadion Dziesięciolecia (Tenth 

Anniversary Stadium), and becomes the 

biggest stadium in Poland. After the 

tournament, the new stadium will replace 

Chorzów’s Stadion Sląski as the home of the 

national team. 

FIRST GAME 

The new home of Polish football was 

inaugurated on 29
th
 February 2012, when the 

national team faced off against Portugal in a 

friendly game - the game finished goalless. 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Warsaw will host five games during the 

European Championships, including the 

opening game, a quarter-final and a semi-final 

(all times local). 

Poland v Greece – 8
th
 June 2012 (18:00) 

Poland v Russia – 12
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

Greece v Russia – 16
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

Winner A v Runner-up B - 21
st
 June 2012 

(20:45) 

Winner Match 26 v Winner Match 28 – 28
th
 

June 2012 (20:45) 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

Situated just off of Aleje Waszyngtona, Stadion 

Narodowy is approximately 3km from the 

Warszawa Centralna train station. The new 

stadium has extensive public transport links, 

being served by Tram numbers 8, 9, 22, 24 

and 25; whilst bus numbers 102, 111, 123, 

138, 146, 147, 166, 507, 509, 517 and 521 

also head past the arena. 

 

 

 

 

 

FAN ZONE 

Warsaw’s Fan Zone is located in the heart of 

the city, just metres from the main train station. 

With a projected capacity of around 100,000 

people, Poland’s biggest fan park will be the 

place to be for the duration of your stay in 

Poland’s capital. 

Tram numbers 8, 9, 22, 24 and 25 will take 

you between the stadium and the Fan Zone 

before heading in their separate directions, 

whilst there are over 20 different bus lines 

which head past Plac Defilad, including 

numbers 127, 128, 131, 158 and 175. 
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THE TEAMS 

LEGIA WARSZAWA 
 

Founded: 1916 

Nickname: Wojskowi (Military) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1955, 1956, 1969, 1970, 

1994, 1995, 2002, 2006. 

Puchar Polski: 1955, 1956, 1964, 1966, 1973, 

1980, 1981, 1989, 1990, 1994, 1995, 1997, 

2008, 2011, 2012. 

Super Puchar: 1989, 1994, 1997, 2008. 

Puchar Liga: 2002. 

Coach: Maciej Skorża 

Captain: Ivica Vrdoljac 

Playing in the Stadion Wojska Polskiego 

(Polish Army Stadium) just south of the city 

centre, Legia are one of Poland’s most well-

known teams thanks to their regular 

qualification for European competition. The 

clubs’ ground was recently redeveloped into a 

31,800 all-seater stadium, and finished second 

in the “Best New Stadium of 2010” award, 

behind Dublin’s Aviva Stadium. 

After the First World War, Legia became the 

official team for the Army (at one point even 

changing their name to “Central Army Sports 

Club”). It is partly due to their close association 

with the military that Legia are disliked in some 

parts of the country. 

Legia’s supporters are known throughout the 

country for regularly displaying their political 

and patriotic views inside the stadium, and 

maintain friendships with lower league clubs 

Pogoń Szczecin, Zagłębie Sosnowiec and 

Olimpia Elbląg, as well as ADO Den Haag of 

the Netherlands, and Italy’s Juventus. 

The club’s biggest rivalries are against Wisła 

Kraków, Lech Poznań, Widzew Łódź, and their 

city neighbours Polonia Warszawa. 

 

POLONIA WARSZAWA 
 

Founded: 1911 

Nickname: Czarne Koszule (Black Shirts) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1946, 2000. 

Puchar Polski: 1952, 2001. 

Super Puchar: 2000. 

Puchar Liga: 2000. 

Coach: Vacant 

Captain: Vacant 

Although five years older than Legia; Polonia 

are definitely the smaller and least successful 

of the two Warsaw clubs.  

The 7,000-seater Stadion Polonii - which hosts 

Polonia’s home games - lies just north of the 

city centre on Ulica Konwiktorska, and is set to 

be a training base for the European 

Championships. 

After the Second World War, Polonia – like all 

clubs – were tied to a government-related 

company. Warsaw’s second club were joined 

together with the National Railways, one of the 

poorer sponsors. This eventually ended in the 

club’s relegation from the top flight. 

Just four years after being promoted back to 

the first tier, Polonia won their second league 

title in 2000, and followed it up with the League 

Cup and the Super Cup; making it the club’s 

most successful year in history. 

Supporters of the Black Shirts have prominent 

friendships with supporters of both KS 

Cracovia and Sandecja Nowy Sącz, whilst 

their biggest rival is, of course, Legia. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Etap Hotel Warszawa Centrum,  

Ulica Zagórna 1 

Map Ref. H1 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 1.4km 

Distance to Airport: 7.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.3km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 171, 138, 151, 182, 

188, 411, 502. 

 

 

Ibis Warszawa Centrum, 

Aleje Solidarności 

Map Ref. H2 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.5km 

Distance to Airport: 7.3km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.0km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 22, 24, 119, 171. 

 

 

Campanile Warszawa Varsovie, 

Ulica Towarowa 2 

Map Ref. H3 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.1 km 

Distance to Airport: 6.2km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.5km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 8, 9, 22, 24, 25, 127, 

128, 130, 158, 175, 422, 504. 

 

 

Holiday Inn Warsaw, 

Ulica Złota 48/54 

Map Ref. H4 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.2km 

Distance to Airport: 6.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.3km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.5km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 10, 16, 17, 33, 109, 

160, 174, 175. 

 

 

 

Metropol Downtown - Warsaw, 

Marszalkowska 99a 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.8km 

Distance to Airport: 6.3km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.3km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 4, 15, 18, 35, 117, 118, 

131. 

 

 

Radisson Blu Centrum Hotel, 

Grzybowska 24 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.2km 

Distance to Airport: 7.5km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.8km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 10, 16, 17, 33, 105, 

109, 151, 160, 174, 178. 

 

 

Hotel Rialto, 

Wilcza 73 

Map Ref. H7 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.1km 

Distance to Airport: 6.3km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.7km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.0km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 4, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 

33, 35, 117, 130, 131, 159. 

 

 

Marriott Warsaw, 

Aleje Jerozolimskie 65-79 

Map Ref. H8 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.1km 

Distance to Airport: 6.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.6km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 8, 9, 22, 24, 25, 127, 

128, 158, 175. 
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Population: 455,830 – Established: 10
th

 Century AD - Area: 262.0 km
2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

Due to its strategic location on Poland’s Baltic 

coast, Gdańsk has long been fought over by 

various countries. Over the years, the city has 

repeatedly changed hands between Poland, 

Germany and Prussia; and for the twenty years 

preceding the Second World War, even became 

a “free city” – allowing separate rule from both 

the surrounding Polish Republic and the city’s 

former rulers, Imperial Germany. 

Then more commonly known under its German 

name “Danzig”, it was the invasion of the city on 

1
st
 September 1939 by Nazi forces which 

signalled the outbreak of World War II. German 

naval forces attacked the peninsula of 

Westerplatte - home to a small amount of Polish 

soldiers - in a successful attempt to reclaim the 

city for Germany. 

Following the war the city became part of the 

Polish People’s Republic, under the new 

communist rule behind the symbolic iron curtain. Soviet money was poured into the city to help with 

regeneration of both the city and, more importantly, the shipyards. Due to the investments, Gdańsk 

quickly became the major shipping and industrial centre of Poland. 

Gdańsk also was the birthplace of the “Solidarity Trade Union” movement, a workers’ union which 

played a major role in the fall of communism in 1990. 

HOME OF… 

Lech Wałęsa: Political activist and co-founder of the “Solidarity Trade Union”, who won the 1983 

Nobel Peace Prize, and served as president of Poland between 1990 and 1995. 

Donald Tusk: Since 2007, the Prime Minister of Poland. 

Aneta Kręglicka: Although born in Szczecin, the model and 1989 Miss World attended both High 

School and University in Gdańsk. 

Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit: German physicist and engineer who created both the alcohol and 

mercury thermometers, as well as the temperature scale which bears his name.
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GDANSK FACT 

The Gdańsk Crane situated in the city 

was the largest port crane in Medieval 

Europe. 

GDANSK FACT 

Gdańsk is not only twinned with 

Barcelona, Rotterdam, Nice and 

Palermo; but also with Colchester! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
FIVE THINGS TO DO IN 
GDAŃSK 
 

1. European Solidarity Centre 

Described as “a must” for any visitor to 

Gdańsk, this museum will walk you through 

the Solidarity Trade Union movement in the 

city, which brought an end to communism in 

the country.  

2. Bazylika Mariacki (St Mary’s Basilica) 

Finally completed in 1496 after over 100 years 

of construction, St Mary’s Church in Gdańsk is 

recognised as the largest brick church in the 

world. Situated on Ulica Krowia, the building 

offers fantastic views of Gdańsk from the top 

of its bell tower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Westerplatte 

A 40-minute ferry ride from Gdańsk City 

Centre will take you to the historic 

Westerplatte peninsula. With a small museum 

dedicated to the Polish Defenders during the 

beginnings of World War II, and several 

buildings remaining as they were in 1945; it is 

an important piece of Polish, and world, 

history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Długi Targ (Long Market) 

Situated between the Ulica Długa and the 

Brama Zielona (home of the National 

Museum), the Long Market is a 500-metre strip 

containing a number of historic buildings, 

shops, bars and restaurants. The street is also 

home to both the beautiful Neptune Fountain, 

and the 16
th
 Century Town Hall. 

5. Sopot 

Situated just 11km away from Gdańsk, and 

easily accessible by public transport, is the 

small coastal town of Sopot. The smallest of 

the three “Trójmiasto” cities (the second one 

being Gdynia), Sopot is well known throughout 

Poland for its status as a holiday resort, and 

besides the beach, there are a number of 

attractions to keep you busy including the Pier 

and the Crooked House. The town is also well-

known for its International Song Festival, the 

largest of its’ kind in Europe after the 

Eurovision Song Contest. 
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GETTING AROUND 

Located on the Northern Baltic Coast, Gdańsk 

can be accessed by air, rail and road, as well 

as by sea. Public transport to the nearby cities 

of Sopot and Gdynia is widely accessible. 

AIR 

Renamed in 2004 after the city’s most 

important revolutionary and former president; 

the Gdańsk Lech Wałęsa Airport is situated 

approximately 12km to the west of Gdańsk 

City Centre, and is accessible by local bus 

transport. 

Gdańsk Airport has regular services to 

Birmingham, Bristol, Dublin, Edinburgh, 

Leeds/Bradford and Stansted with Ryanair; 

and Cork, Doncaster/Sheffield, Glasgow, 

Liverpool and Luton with WizzAir. 

Both LOT and OLT Jetair provide regular 

flights to Warsaw, from where you can reach 

most of the other host-cities, whilst EuroLOT 

depart to Wrocław twice-a-day. 

ARRIVING IN GDAŃSK 

 

From Gdańsk Lech Wałęsa Airport, the 

number 210 bus will take you directly to 

Gdańsk City Centre and the railway station; 

whilst the number 110 heads towards the train 

station in the suburb of Wrzeszcz. Tickets for 

both are available from the driver, and cost 

3.40PLN (70p); and the journey to Gdańsk 

takes approximately 40 minutes. The number 

210 runs every 30 minutes on weekdays, 

between 5am and 10pm, whilst it runs every 

hour at weekends. 

A taxi from outside of the main terminal to 

Gdańsk City Centre will cost approximately 

50PLN (£10) during the day, and 75PLN (£15) 

at night. Beware of unauthorised taxis, which 

do not bear a company logo; and can end up 

costing a lot more. 

RAIL 

Gdańsk Główny railway station is situated in 

the heart of the city, a mere 5-minute walk 

from the Old Town. 

 

 

Direct services to Warsaw will take around 6-8 

hours, Poznań 5-6 hours, and Wrocław 8-9 

hours. Indirect services to Lviv will take over 

20 hours; whilst to Kyiv, you will be looking at 

a journey time of anywhere between 24 and 32 

hours! 

ROAD 

Low-cost bus operator PolskiBus.com offers a 

service to Warsaw 3-times daily, with a journey 

time of around 6-and-a-half hours. From 

Warsaw, it is much easier to travel to the other 

host cities. 

Gdańsk’s main bus station is located on Ulica 

3 Maya, just across the street from the train 

station.  This is where the majority of National 

and International bus services arrive and 

depart from. 

IN THE CITY 

Over 75 bus and 10 tram lines make up the 

Gdańsk public transport system, whilst 

travelling between Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot 

is easily achieved by using the “SKM Kolejka” 

train. 

Bus and tram services in the city regularly run 

between 4:30am and midnight, whilst 10 night-

bus lines run throughout the early hours. 

http://www.ztm.gda.pl 

Single tickets on the Gdańsk public transport 

system cost no more than 3.40PLN (70p), 

whilst a 24-hour ticket for the city will set you 

back just 11PLN (£2.20). 

Also available from ticket machines and kiosks 

are 72-hour tickets covering all three cities. 

These are available for bus and tram at 28PLN 

(£5.60), whilst you can add the SKM trains for 

40PLN (£8). 

The “Gdańsk-Sopot-Gdynia Plus Tourist Card” 

also offers transport in the three cities, as well 

as discounts in various establishments. A 72-

hour card will cost 75PLN (£15), whilst a 24-

hour card is 45PLN (£9). 

http://www.polskibus.com/
http://www.ztm.gda.pl/
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FOOD 

Prażnica z Węgorzem 

A Northern-Polish take on scrambled eggs. 

Cooked with small pieces of bread and diced 

smoked eels. Very popular with the local 

Kashubian ethnic population. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brzadowa 

Also known as Kashubian Fruit Soup, 

Brzadowa is made with dries apples, pears, 

plums and cherries. The soup is usually 

served with dumplings. 

Zupa z Żółtej Brukwi 
 

Translated in English as “Yellow Turnip Soup”, 

this stew is also made with potatoes, swede, 

carrots and – a Kashubian delicacy - goose 

meat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zylc 

Hugely popular within the Pomorskie region, 

Zylc is the perfect snack to accompany a cold 

beer or vodka. Served cold, the dish is made 

from fresh pigs’ trotters served in an aspic 

gelatine. 

Pierniki 

Soft gingerbread shapes filled with different 

fruit-flavoured marmalades, and covered in 

chocolate. 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Żywe 
 

A 6.2% amber pale-lager, brewed at the 

Amber Brewery - just 15 kilometers outside of 

Gdańsk, in the small town of Kolbudy. 

Using only the best ingredients. Żywe is famed 

for being a totally natural beer – meaning that 

no artificial colours or preservatives are used. 

This has resulted in it becoming the first Polish 

beer to be recommended by the Slow Food 

Organisation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koźlak 

Also brewed at the Amber Brewery is the Dark 

Bock-style beer Koźlak. Almost ruby in colour, 

some say that its taste has a hint of Turkish 

Delight. A 6.6% beer which is good for a 

couple of pints to get the evening started. 

 

GDANSK FACT 

At 640 metres long, the pier at 

nearby Sopot is the longest on the 

Baltic Sea. 

GDANSK FACT 

The city boasts two maritime 

museums, one of which is about an 

old World War Two Destroyer. 

GDANSK FACT 

It was Adolf Hitler’s demand that the city 

return to German control that resulted 

in the Nazi invasion of Poland, and 

therefore World War Two. 



 
 

EURO 2012 IN BED WITH MARADONA GDAŃSK 

 
 

PGE ARENA, GDAŃSK 

 
Gdańsk’s newly-built PGE Arena is situated 

approximately 5km to the north-west of the city 

centre. With a capacity of 43,615, it is the 

biggest stadium in the Polish Ekstraklasa; and 

third-largest in the country behind Warsaw’s 

Narodowy Stadion and Chorzów’s Sląski 

Stadion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The external amber-colour design pays 

homage to the region’s history as “The World’s 

Amber Capital”; thanks to the number of 

amber mines and workshops around the 17
th
 

century. 

The stadium is home to the city’s biggest 

football club Lechia Gdańsk, who play in the 

top-flight of the Polish league ladder. 

FIRST GAME 

On 14
th
 August 2011, the PGE Arena 

witnessed its first game as Lechia Gdańsk met 

with KS Cracovia. Lechia’s Ghanaian-born 

Dutch striker Fred Benson was the first player 

to score in the stadium, whilst Latvian 

International midfielder Aleksejs Visnakovs 

became the first visiting player to net in a 1-1 

draw. 

The arena held its first international game on 

6
th
 September 2011, as Poland hosted 

neighbours Germany. Borussia Dortmund’s 

Robert Lewandowski gave Poland the lead, 

before a Toni Kroos penalty levelled things up. 

Jakub Błaszczykowski looked to have won the 

game for the Biała-Czerwoni with a 90
th
-minute 

spot-kick; but with 4-minutes of added-time 

played, Cacau broke Polish hearts with a last-

gasp equaliser. 

 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Gdańsk will hold four games during Euro 2012; 

of which three are group games, whilst the 

fourth is a quarter final (all times local). 

Spain v Italy – 10
th
 June 2012 (18:00) 

Spain v Rep. Ireland – 14
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

Croatia v Spain – 18
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

Winner B v Runner-up A – 22
nd

 June 2012 

(20:45) 

 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

Located between Ulica Uczniowska and Ulica 

Marynarki Polskiej in the northern district of 

Letnica, the stadium is roughly halfway 

between the city and the port. 

The ground is served by tram numbers 7 and 

10, which run past the train station; and the 

number 4 which starts at Zaspa. 

 

 

 

 

 

FAN ZONE 

Gdańsk’s Fan Area is situated at Plac Zebrań 

Ludowych; around 600 metres from the main 

train station. It is also just off of the main road 

linking the PGE Arena with the city of Gdańsk. 

With room for an estimated 50 thousand 

supporters, it will no doubt be the place to be 

during the tournament. 

Accessible by bus numbers 174, 200, 205, 

207, 232 and 256; as well as tramlines 2, 3, 6, 

8, 9, 11, 12 and 92, there will be no shortage 

of transport to the area. The closest tram/bus 

stop is Brama Oliwska (Olive Gate), just a 

short walk away. 
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THE TEAMS 

LECHIA GDAŃSK 
 

Founded: 1945 

Nickname: Biało-Zieloni (White-Greens) 

Honour Roll: 

Puchar Polski: 1983. 

Super Puchar: 1983. 

Coach: Vacant 

Captain: Łukasz Surma 

After the Polish were expelled from the city of 

Lwów (now Lviv) after World War Two, a 

number of Lechia Lwów supporters decided to 

set up a new club in the colours of their former 

team. 

Since forming, Lechia have been somewhat of 

a yo-yo club – being relegated seven times in 

their history. After a merger with Polonia 

Gdańsk broke-up, Lechia even spent time 

playing as far down the ladder as the sixth tier 

in 2001; but after four successive promotions 

and three seasons in the I Liga, they 

eventually returned to the Ekstraklasa in 2008. 

During the 1980’s, the Lechia supporters were 

heavily involved in the Solidarity moment, and 

regularly displayed anti-communist banners at 

their games. 

As one of the “crown clubs”, Lechia has a 

strong friendship with both Wisła Kraków and 

Sląsk Wrocław. This in turn means that they 

share a common rivalry in the form of 

Cracovia, Lech Poznań and their local – and 

biggest – rivals, Arka Gdynia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ARKA GDYNIA 
 
Founded: 1929 

Nickname: Żółto-Niebiescy (Yellow-Blues) 

Honour Roll: 

Puchar Polski: 1979. 

Coach: Petr Němec 

 

Captain: Sławomir Mazurkiewicz 

Although from outside of Gdańsk, Lechia’s 

closest rivals play just 20km away in the Tricity 

town of Gdynia. 

Although they were formed 16 years before 

Lechia, Arka had to wait until 1974 to get their 

first taste of top-flight football – and even then 

they were relegated after just one season. But 

when they did return in 1976, it eventually led 

to their highest ever finish (7
th
) in 1978, and a 

remarkable Cup Final victory against Wisła 

Kraków in 1979. 

After a successful period during the 70s, the 

club fell on a quick decline – spending most of 

the 80s switching between the second and 

third tiers. 

Eventually returning to the top-flight in the mid-

noughties, Arka were involved in the corruption 

scandal which tarnished Polish football. 

However demotion to the I Liga only lasted a 

season before they returned to the Ekstraklasa 

in 2008. 

After surviving by the skin of their teeth for two 

successive years, the club were relegated 

back to the I Liga in 2011. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Hotel Focus Gdańsk,  

Ulica Elbląska 85 

Map Ref. H1 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.3km 

Distance to Airport: 14.0km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.9km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 112, 166, 186, 212. 

 

 

Hotel Bonum, 

Ulica Sieroca 3 

Map Ref. H2 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.0km 

Distance to Airport: 12.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.8km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.2km 

Local Tram/Bus No.:130, 178, 184, 384. 

 

 

Willa Biała Lilia, 

Spichrzowa 16 

Map Ref. H3 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.0 km 

Distance to Airport: 12.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.0km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 8, 9, 112, 166, 178, 

186. 

 

Novotel Gdańsk Centrum, 

Ulica Pszenna 1 

Map Ref. H4 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.1km 

Distance to Airport: 12.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.1km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 8, 9, 112, 166, 178, 

186. 

 

 

Mercure Gdańsk Hevelius, 

Heveliusza Jana 22 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.9km 

Distance to Airport: 12.1km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.9km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 6, 8, 11, 11, 92, 94, 

108, 111, 112, 118, 120, 131, 174, 200, 205, 

207, 232, 256. 

 

Scandic Gdańsk, 

Podwale Grodzkie 9 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.8km 

Distance to Airport: 11.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.7km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 6, 8, 11, 11, 92, 94, 

108, 111, 112, 118, 120, 131, 174, 200, 205, 

207, 232, 256. 

 

Qubus Hotel Gdańsk, 

Ulica Chmielna 47/52 

Map Ref. H7 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.2km 

Distance to Airport: 12.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.1km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 8, 9, 112, 166, 178, 

186. 

 

Radisson Blu Hotel Gdańsk, 

Długi Targ 19 

Map Ref. H8 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.8km 

Distance to Airport: 12.3km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.8km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 8, 9, 112, 166, 178, 

186. 
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Population: 556,000 – Established: 8th Century AD - Area: 261.85 km2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

From its status as former 

capital of pre-Christianity 

Poland to its current guise of 

trade, industry and 

education hub; Poznań has 

undergone many 

transformations – drawing 

new influences from many 

different cultures and time 

periods. Starting out as a 

small wooden island fort on 

the Warta River, the town’s 

expanding population 

quickly spread onto the 

mainland. 

The city’s conversion to Christianity towards the end of the 10
th
 Century coincided with the 

construction of Poland’s first ever cathedral; the final resting place of seven former Polish rulers – 

Some of which were even buried there despite Kraków taking over from Poznań as the capital city of 

the country. 

After 125 years of Prussian rule, the Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) Uprisings of 1918 and 1919 saw 

Poznań return to Polish control; only to be invaded by the Germans in 1939, and then incorporated 

into the Soviet Bloc following the Second World War. Some of the earliest protests against communist 

rule began in 1956 in Poznań, when strikes by employees of a local locomotive factory escalated into 

a two-day riot. 

HOME OF… 

Paul von Hindenburg: Second president of Germany; the ill-fated 

Zeppelin airship had been named after him. 

Henryk Zygalski, Jerzy Rozycki and Marian Rejewski: 

Mathematicians and Cryptologists who helped to decrypt the German 

Enigma machines during WW2. 

Krzystof Komeda: Film music composer and Jazz pianist - wrote the 

score for Polanski’s movie “Rosemary’s Baby”. 

Malgorzata Dydek: Former 7’ 2” WNBA basketball star for Los 

Angeles Sparks - held the record for most career blocks.
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POZNAN FACT 

Poznań is twinned with the county of 

Nottinghamshire, as well as Brno 

(Czech Rep.), Hannover (Germany) and 

Plovdiv (Bulgaria) amongst others. 

POZNAN FACT 

It has been known for aircraft to 

mistakenly land at the city’s Krzesiny 

Airbase rather than its Ławica airport, 

due to the fact that they are on the 

same heading. 

FIVE THINGS TO DO IN 
POZNAŃ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

1.  Lake Malta 

Formed in 1952 following the damming of the 

Cybina River, Lake Malta is now a tourist 

destination in its own right. On the edges of 

the lake, an all-year artificial ski slope, mini 

golf, and a number of bars and restaurants are 

just a few of the ways to waste your day away 

waiting for the football.  

www.malta.poznan.pl 

2. Rynek Głowny (Old Market Square) 

Chances are that if you find yourself in 

Poznań, you will stumble across the Market 

Square. After taking damage from many wars 

over the years, it is now restored into all its 

original glory. Many believe it’s the most 

beautiful town square in Europe, and what 

better setting to sup a pint-or-three?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Centrum Stary Browar 

Now, we know that shopping isn’t going to be 

high on your list of things to do whilst at Euro 

2012; but visiting this mall – converted from a 

former brewery – is about more than just 

shopping. Voted the Best Shopping Centre in 

the World in 2008, Stary Browar combines 

retail space with art – and is famed throughout 

Europe for its fantastic architecture. 

http://starybrowar5050.com/en/miejsce/idea 

4. Tumski Island 

This small Island sits in the middle of the River 

Warta, and is the birthplace of Poland. The 

former home of Polish Royalty; it is now the 

location of one of the most spectacular 

cathedrals in the whole of the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Lech Brewery 

Take a bus or taxi to Ulica Szwajcarska and 

you’ll be greeted by the imposing site of the 

Lech Brewery; home of the local tipple, Lech. 

Tours are available in English, just visit their 

website to book before you go. You might 

even get a free pint at the end of the tour! 

http://www.zwiedzaniebrowaru.pl/en 

 

 

 

http://www.malta.poznan.pl/
http://starybrowar5050.com/en/miejsce/idea
http://www.zwiedzaniebrowaru.pl/en
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GETTING AROUND 

Poznań is the capital city of the Wielkopolska 

region of Poland; and is easily accessible from 

all of Poland and much of Europe. 

AIR 

Poznań is served by the Poznań-Ławica 

International Airport. Situated around 5km to 

the West of the city, it handles around 1.5 

million passengers in a year and is one of the 

oldest airports in Poland. 

Using low-cost carriers such as Ryanair and 

Wizz Air, it is possible to fly from UK airports 

including Liverpool, Stansted, Luton, 

Edinburgh, Bristol and Doncaster/Sheffield, as 

well as major European cities such as Milan, 

Barcelona, Madrid, Paris and Rome. 

For getting around the host countries during 

the tournament, you can also use the Polish 

national airline LOT to reach the Polish capital 

Warsaw. From Warsaw, there are flights 

available to Wrocław and Gdańsk, as well as 

the Ukranian cities of Kyiv, Donetsk and Lviv. 

ARRIVING IN POZNAN 

To reach the city centre from the airport, you 

can catch either the Express Line L bus (20 

minutes) to the main station, or the number 59 

(30 minutes) to Rondo Kaponiera. The 

Express Line L runs two times per hour (15 

and 45 past the hour), whilst the 59 will run 

two or three times an hour. Both will set you 

back 5.20PLN (approx. £1.05), and depart 

from outside the terminal building. 

Taxis are also readily available when you exit 

the airport, but make sure to agree a price 

beforehand (should be no more than 15PLN), 

or call for one on 61 8 219 219. 

RAIL 

The rail network will be the form of transport 

that many use to move from Poznań to the 

other host cities; but beware, if you’re planning 

to head as far as heading from here to 

Donetsk, it could take a while and involve a 

few changes. 

 

 

 

The communist-styled Poznań Glowny rail 

station is located in the city centre, and offers 

direct transfers to Warsaw (3.5 hours), 

Wrocław (2.5 hours), Gdańsk (4 hours) and 

Kyiv (21 hours or more!). 

ROAD 

There are many bus services connecting 

Poznań with the other host-cities in Poland. 

PolskiBus.com offer very cheap connections 

between Poznań and Warsaw (around 10-

15PLN); and from there you can use the same 

company to head to Wrocław and Gdańsk.  

Other bus services are available from the main 

bus station in the city centre, where tickets 

may be slightly more expensive, but unlike the 

PolskiBus, these tickets should be available to 

purchase on-board. 

IN THE CITY 

Poznań has an extensive tram and bus 

network which allows cheap travel around the 

city. A ticket valid for a 24-hour period on both 

the trams and buses will set you back 20 

zlotys (around £4); whilst 2-day (27PLN - 

£5.40), 3-day (33PLN - £6.60) and 7-day 

(50PLN - £10) tickets are also available. These 

can usually be bought from machines situated 

at major tram and bus stops.  

The main tram and bus lines start at around 

4:30am, and run until around 11pm; but if 

these times don’t suit, there are also a 

selection of “night buses” and one “night tram” 

which serve throughout the twilight hours. 

http://www.ztm.poznan.pl/?locale=en_US 

It is also possible to buy the “Poznań City 

Card” (Poznańska Karta Miejska), which 

entitles the holder to free public transport as 

well as discounts on many tourist attractions 

throughout the city. These are available at 

tourist information centres throughout the city, 

and costs 30PLN for the one-day card, 40PLN 

for the 2-day, and 45PLN for a three day card. 

 

http://www.polskibus.com/
http://www.ztm.poznan.pl/?locale=en_US
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#POZNAN2012 

Late-night drunk-food: a 'zapiekanka 

z kebabem' which can be found at 

most late night eateries. Look for 

‘Bistro Roti' for the best. 

@KubaLech 

FOOD… 

Pyry z Gzikiem 

Potatoes cooked whilst still in their skins, and 

then seasoned with cottage cheese, sour 

cream, salt, pepper and oil. The dish is thought 

to date back to the first-half of the 19
th
 century 

when potato-based dishes became very 

popular in Wielkopolska. 

Szagówki 

A potato dumpling in flour, which is best 

served with stewed meat and thickened sauce. 

It takes its name from the way in which the 

dumplings are cut. 

Czernina 

A soup made with duck’s blood, and served 

with potatoes and dumplings. It is made with 

fruit syrups and vinegars to give it a sweet and 

sour taste. 

Plyndze 

Another potato favourite, Plyndze is a type of 

fritter which is served with sugar and sour 

cream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rogal Świętomarciński 

A type of croissant; which contains a filling 

consisting of poppy seeds, vanilla, ground 

dates/figs, sugar, cream, raisins and orange 

peel. 

 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Lech 

Brewed in the area, Lech is one of the 

country’s most popular alcoholic beverages. 

The three main types of Lech beer available 

are “Lech Premium”, a 5.2% pale lager, “Lech 

Pils”, a 5.5% beer, and Lech Mocny, a 6.2% 

strong lager. Lech Premium is available on-tap 

at many bars and restaurants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortuna 

Around 50km outside of Poznań lays the small 

town of Miłosław, home to the Fortuna 

Brewery. Here, they brew a number of dark, 

sweet beers which are very popular in 

Wielkopolska. “Fortuna Czarne” is a 5.8% dark 

malt beer with a sweet taste, whilst “Fortuna 

Miodowe” has slightly lower alcohol content, 

and is brewed with caramel and honey. 

The company’s newest beverage is named 

“Fortuna Wiśniowa”, and with its sweet fruity 

taste – due to its fermentation with natural 

cherry juice – it is sure to be a hit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#POZNAN2012 

Try the “Polish Flag” shot. Raspberry 

syrup topped with ice-cold vodka. A 

local adaptation is the “Mad Dog”; it’s 

the same but with 3 drops of tabasco. 

@SquintEB 

POZNAN FACT 

Every day at noon above the clock on 

Poznań’s Town Hall, there is a display of 

mechanical fighting goats – one of the 

city’s popular tourist attractions. 
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STADION MIEJSKI, POZNAŃ 
 
The home of Poznań’s two clubs (Lech and 

Warta), the recently rebuilt Stadion Miejski 

(City Stadium) is now the fifth biggest stadium 

in the country. 

Since its redevelopment, it has been possible 

for the stadium to seat 41,609 people; all of 

whom are sheltered from the elements. 

The design of the stadium means that the 

stands are very steep. This allows for fans to 

feel closer to the action, and creates a more 

hostile atmosphere for travelling teams. 

However this design has consequences, as 

the roof allows a smaller amount of light 

through. This in-turn means that the grass on 

the pitch struggles to grow well, and with the 

harsh Polish winters, needs to be replaced 

quite often. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST GAME 

In its original state, Lech Poznań played their 

first game at the stadium in August 1980; 

drawing 1-1 with Motor Lublin. 

The first game at the stadium came on 30
th
 

September 2010 - Red Bull Salzburg the 

visitors in the Group Stages of the 2010/11 

Europa League. Lech got off to a great start, 

running out 2-0 winners over the Austrian 

Champions; Colombian defender Manuel 

Arboleda becoming the first goal-scorer in the 

new ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Poznań will host just three games during the 

competition; all of these taking place in Group 

C (all times local). 

Rep. Ireland v Croatia – 10
th
 June 2012 

(20:45) 

Italy v Croatia – 14
th
 June 2012 (18:00) 

Italy v Rep. Ireland – 18
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

Located approximately 4.5km from the city 

centre, the Stadion Miejski is situated at the 

southern end of Ulica Bułgarska in the South-

Western part of the city. The stadium is served 

by Tram numbers 1, 6, 13 and 15; as well as 

Buses A, 50, 63 and 91. 

FAN ZONE 

For the duration of the tournament, the Poznan 

Fan Zone will be located at Plac Wolności, in 

the heart of the city. With a projected capacity 

of 30,000 people, and a 100 square-metre 

screen, the square will be the heart of 

Poznań’s celebrations. 

Plac Wolności sits 2km from the train station, 

and just 500 metres from Stary Rynek. It is 

accessible by the number 2, 3, 5, 9, 13, 16 and 

N21 trams; and also the 231 and 233 buses. 

 



 
 

EURO 2012 IN BED WITH MARADONA POZNAŃ 
 

THE TEAMS 

LECH POZNAŃ 
 

Founded: 1922 

Nickname: Kolejorz (The Railwaymen) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1983, 1984, 1990, 1992, 

1993, 2010. 

Puchar Polski: 1982, 1984, 1988, 2004, 2009. 

Super Puchar: 1990, 1992, 2004, 2009. 

Coach: Mariusz Rumak 

Captain: Vacant 

Six time Champions-of-Poland Lech Poznań 

are the more successful of the two Poznań 

based sides, and are currently one of the most 

well-known clubs in the country. They are 

named after “Lech”, the mythical founder of the 

Polish nation, whilst their nickname comes 

from the club’s close association with the 

Polish State Railways. 

In 2006 the club merged with Amica Wronki, 

and most of the Amica players moved to 

Poznań to continue playing in the Ekstraklasa. 

The 2010/2011 season saw Lech participate in 

the Europa League group stages, where they 

were drawn against Manchester City, Juventus 

and Red Bull Salzburg. After progressing from 

the group, they were eliminated from the 

tournament by Portuguese side Braga. 

Lech has a friendship with fellow Ekstraklasa 

side KS Cracovia and the I Liga club Arka 

Gdynia. If you attend a Lech Poznań game, it 

is very common for the Wiara Lecha (Lech 

Ultras group) to chant the names of their 

friends. 

These three clubs also have a hatred of what 

are known as the three “Crown Clubs” – Wisła 

Kraków, Lechia Gdańsk and Słąsk Wrocław.  

As well as the three mentioned, Lech (like 

many clubs in Poland) do not like Legia 

Warsaw. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WARTA POZNAŃ 
 

Founded: 1912 

Nickname: Zieloni (The Greens) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1929, 1947. 

Coach: Artur Płatek 

Captain: Tomasz Magdziarz 

Although they are less successful than Lech, 

Warta has the distinction of being the oldest 

team in the city, as well as the first of the two 

to become champions of the country. 

At the start of 2011, Warta announced that 

former Polish Playboy model Izabella 

Łukomska Pyżalska was to become the club’s 

new president. One of her new initiatives was 

to offer many free tickets, and this regularly 

resulted in crowds of around 15-20 thousand 

people. 

There isn’t a particularly strong rivalry between 

Lech and Warta, as they have spent large 

periods in separate divisions, and it is not 

uncommon for Lech supporters to attend 

Warta games. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Hotel Polonez,  

Ulica Niepodleglości 36 

Map Ref. H1 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5km 

Distance to Airport: 6.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.8km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 68 

 

 

 

Ibis Poznań Centrum, 

Ulica Kazimierza Wielkiego 23 

Map Ref. H2 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.6km 

Distance to Airport: 7.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.1km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 11, 13, 16. 

 

 

 

Campanile Poznań, 

Ulica Świętego Wawrzyńca 96 

Map Ref. H3 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.0km 

Distance to Airport: 3.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 3.3km 

Distance to Fan Park: 3.7km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 2, 15, 17, 18, 61, 86. 

 

 

 

Mercure Poznań, 

Ulica Roosvelta 20 

Map Ref. H4 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.8km 

Distance to Airport: 5.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.7km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.0km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 8, 10, 78. 

 

 

 

Don Prestige Residence, 

Ulica Swięty Marcin 2 

Map Ref. H5 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.9km 

Distance to Airport: 7.0km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.3km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 2, 3, 9, 11, 13, 16. 

 

 

Hotel HP Park, 

Ulica Arcybiskupa Antoniego Baraniaka 77 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.7km 

Distance to Airport: 9.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 4.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 3.1km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 57, 84. 

 

 

 

IBB Hotel Andersia, 

Plac Władysława Andersa 3 

Map Ref. H7 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.5km 

Distance to Airport: 6.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.8km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 6, 10, 16, 71. 

 

 

 

Sheraton Poznań Hotel 

Bukowska 3/9 

Map Ref. H8 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.6km 

Distance to Airport: 5.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.1km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 2, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 

18, 26. 
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Population: 632,996 – Established: 10
th

 Century AD - Area: 292.82km
2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

Now the fourth largest city in Poland, 

Wrocław (pronounced roughly as “Vrotz-

wav”) has spent a large part of its history 

under the jurisdiction of other territories. 

After being founded in Bohemia as 

Vratislavia in the early-to-mid 900’s, the 

town transferred into the Kingdom of 

Poland before the century was out. Over 

the next few hundred years, the city 

spent most of its time in the control of 

the Duchy of Silesia and then again, a 

reunited Poland. However in 1241, the city was devastated in the Mongol invasion of Europe. 

After the invasion, the town took on its Germanised name – Breslau – as more and more German 

settlers arrived, and then was incorporated back into the Kingdom of Bohemia in 1335. 

Both the Habsburg Empire and the Kingdom of Prussia were to annex the city over the next few 

hundred years, and it even became an important city in the German fight against Napoleon in the 

early 1800’s – before being incorporated into the German state towards the end of the century. 

Although its’ people were heavily involved in World War Two, they city itself was hardly affected. The 

city received numerous refugees from towns ravaged by bombing – at one point the population 

swelling to around 1 million. 

After the end of the fighting the borders swung westwards, and much of Silesia (including Wrocław) 

was incorporated into the new Polish Republic. As the Germans were expelled, the city received 

many Polish immigrants from Soviet annexed cities in the east.  

HOME OF… 

Alois Alzheimer: German psychiatrist, and discoverer of “pre-senile dementia” – or as we call it today 

“Alzheimer’s Disease”. 

Louis M. Cohn: Prussian-born, Chicage-based importer suspected of starting the Great Chicago Fire 

of 1871, which killed an estimated 300, and left around 100,000 people homeless. 

Mirosław Hermaszewski: Brought up on the outskirts of Wrocław after the war, he is the first and 

only Pole to fly into space after 8 days aboard the Soyuz 30 spacecraft in 1978. 

Adolf Andersson: German chess-master, considered to be the world’s greatest chess player during 

the 1850’s and 1860’s.
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WROCŁAW FACT 

As well as being selected as the 2016 

European Capital of Culture, Wrocław 

will also host the 2017 World Games – 

a competition for non-Olympic sports. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIVE THINGS TO DO IN 
WROCŁAW 

 

1. Stalag Luft III 

Around 80 miles to the north-west of Wrocław 

sits the town of Żagań, home to the former 

German POW camp of Stalag Luft III. During 

the conflict, a number of Allied airmen 

attempted to escape by digging tunnels. The 

digging of three tunnels – Tom, Dick and Harry 

– became the basis for the film “The Great 

Escape”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Wrocławski Park Wodny 

Situated south of the city centre on Ulica 

Borowska is Wrocław’s very own indoor 

waterpark. Containing several slides, a wave 

pool, Jacuzzis, sauna and eating and drinking 

facilities, there is plenty to do for people of all 

ages. 

http://www.parkwodny.wroc.pl/en 

3. Wrocławska Fontanna 

In the east of the city - just off of Ulica Adama 

Mickiewicza - sits the Park Szczytnicki, home 

to the Multimedia fountain. Approximately 1-

hectare in size, the fountain’s 300 jets create a 

screen of water capable of displaying 

projections. There are also around 800 lights, 

which play in time with classical music. 

http://www.wroclawskafontanna.pl/ 

4. Rynek (Market Square) 

Like many other Central European towns, 

Wrocław’s main central square is the heart of 

the city. The 175m x 205m rectangle is home 

to many shops, bars, restaurants and clubs; 

meaning it is a great place to be throughout 

the day. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Ostrów Tumski (Cathedral Island) 

Located on the Odra River, Ostrów Tumski is 

widely considered to be one of the most 

beautiful places in Wrocław, and all of Silesia. 

The magnificent Wrocław cathedral sits here, 

as well as the Tumski Bridge - where people 

leave padlocks to show feelings for their 

lovers, before throwing the keys into the Odra. 

http://www.parkwodny.wroc.pl/en
http://www.wroclawskafontanna.pl/
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GETTING AROUND 

The biggest city in the Lower Silesia region, 

Wrocław is the southernmost Polish host city 

for Euro 2012. The city’s modern airport has 

great links with Poland and the rest of Europe. 

AIR 

Named after the famed Polish-born 

astronomer, the Copernicus Airport Wrocław is 

located approximately 10km to the west of 

Wrocław city centre. In 2010, over 1.6 million 

people passed through the airport, and this 

number is steadily expected to rise to around 

3.2 million. 

Wrocław Airport is a hub for both Ryanair and 

WizzAir, receiving regular flights from the UK 

and Ireland. Ryanair fly to Wrocław from 

Bournemouth, Bristol, Dublin, East Midlands, 

Glasgow, Liverpool, Stansted and Shannon; 

whilst WizzAir fly from Cork, 

Doncaster/Sheffield and Luton. 

For transferring between host cities during the 

competition, both LOT and OLT Jetair head 

from Wrocław to Warsaw, whilst the latter also 

operates services to Gdańsk. 

ARRIVING IN WROCŁAW 

The number 406 bus is the only bus taking 

passengers from the airport into the heart of 

Wrocław. A single ticket costing 2.40PLN (50p) 

will take you in the direction of the train station, 

however if your luggage is deemed to be too 

big, you may have to buy an extra ticket. 

The bus journey lasts for approximately 20 

minutes, and the service runs every 20-30 

minutes between 4:50 and 22:50 on Monday 

to Saturday; whilst running approximately 

every 40 minutes on Sunday. 

A night bus also runs from the airport to the 

City Centre, but this is less frequent, and takes 

around an hour to get to its destination. 

Taxis are also available outside of the airport, 

and a journey to the city centre with an 

authorised cab driver will cost around 40PLN 

(£8). 

 

 

RAIL 

The Wrocław Główny Station is located in the 

south of the city, along the Ulica Marszałka 

Józefa Piłsudskiego. From here there are 

regular services to Poznań (3-4 hours), 

Warsaw (5-7 hours) and Lviv (12-14 hours); 

whilst you may to change to get to Gdańsk (10 

hours), Kyiv (24 hours), and beyond… 

ROAD 

A trip to Warsaw with PolskiBus.com will take 

just over 7 hours, and the route operates 2-3 

times per day. Other operators offer service to 

Poznań, Warsaw and Gdańsk – The latter 

taking around 12 hours. 

The Wrocław Główny Dworzec PKS bus 

station is just across the road from the train 

station, on Ulica Sucha. If you exit to the 

south, the Bus Station should be right in front 

of you. 

IN THE CITY 

Over 20 tram lines and 70 bus routes serve 

the city of Wrocław, meaning that you are 

never far away from a public transport link. 

Regular bus services start just before 5am, 

and run past 11pm – with 13 night bus lines 

filling in throughout the twilight hours.  

http://www.wroclaw.pl/rozklady_jazdy.dhtml 

Single tickets on the Wrocław public transport 

network will cost between 2.40PLN (50p) and 

2.80PLN (60p), depending on the destination 

and the time of travel. 

If you’re planning to stay in Wrocław for a few 

days, a timed ticket will probably be your best 

option. A 24-hour ticket will cost 10PLN (£2), a 

48-hour ticket will cost 18PLN (£3.60), and for 

a 3-day ticket, you will have to pay just 24PLN 

(£4.80). These tickets will allow transport on all 

bus and tram lines, including the night bus 

services, for the duration of the ticket. A 7-day 

ticket is also available for just 30PLN (£6). 

These tickets can be bought in many “Ruch” 

kiosks throughout the city, as well as the ticket 

machines at major stops. 

http://www.polskibus.com/
http://www.wroclaw.pl/rozklady_jazdy.dhtml
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FOOD… 

Rolada z Modrą Kapustą 

Well-seasoned rouladen (beef strips, rolled 

into a ball) filled with pickled vegetables and 

ham. Usually served with red cabbage and 

Silesian Dumplings, and eaten on a Sunday. 

Szałot 

A local take on a potato salad, with squared, 

boiled potatoes made with carrots, peas, ham, 

sausage, pickled fish and boiled egg; bonded 

together with either olive oil or mayonnaise.  

Wodzionka 

Also known as “Brołtzupa”, Wodzionka is a 

soup made from stale bread. Traditionally, the 

2-3 day old bread is soaked in the broth; and 

garlic, bay leaves, pepper, bacon and butter is 

added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Żur Śłąski 

A sour rye soup flavoured with garlic, and 

cooked with fried bacon, sausage and 

mushrooms. It is usually served, poured over 

mashed potatoes. 

Kołocz z Serem 

A Silesian dessert favourite; Kołocz z Serem is 

a type of yeast cake made with cheese. It can 

also be made with poppy seeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Piast 

Originally brewed in Wrocław, Piast is now 

made at the Okocim brewery in Brzesko. Its till 

keeps links with the city, by sponsoring the 

local football club, Sląsk Wrocław. 

Piast is a golden beer, with an alcohol content 

on 5.5%; whilst a stronger version “Piast 

Mocne” is available, at 6.7% ABV. 

Krakus Vodka 

Distilled in Wrocław, Krakus is a mild 40% 

ABV, pure vodka. The drink is still brewed 

using recipes dating back from as far back as 

1762. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WROCŁAW FACT 

There are numerous miniature 

gnome statues located all around 

the city’s Old Town. The city’s 

association with gnomes goes back 

to the 80’s anti-communism 

movement. 

WROCŁAW FACT 

Wrocław is one of the more culturally 

diverse cities in Poland, thanks in part 

to its 135,000 students. 

WROCŁAW FACT 

Wrocław is twinned with fellow Euro 

2012 Host City Lviv, as well as Dresden 

(Germany), Charlotte (USA) and 

Guadalajara (Mexico). 
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STADION MIEJSKI, WROCŁAW 
 
Work began on the brand new Municipal 

Stadium in Wrocław, back in 2009; and now 

completed, the stadium is fit to hold 44,308 

spectators. 

Designed in the shape of a giant paper lantern, 

it is covered by a glass-fibre mesh to allow as 

much natural light through as possible. A 

sophisticated lighting system is also in place 

which is able to light up the stadium in various 

colours, depending on which team is playing. 

The stadium is the home of Ekstraklasa club 

Sląsk Wrocław, and is currently the second 

biggest stadium in the league, and third 

biggest in the country – although it will be 

surpassed when the Sląski Stadion opens in 

2012. 

FIRST GAME 

Although the stadium was completed in 

September 2011, both a George Michael 

concert and a heavyweight boxing clash 

between Tomasz Adamek and Vitali Klitschko 

took place before the Stadion Miejski finally 

held its first football game on October 28
th
 

2011. 

Lechia Gdańsk were the visitors to Wrocław 

for the opening game, and the home side got 

off to a winning start as Dutch striker Johan 

Voskamp netted the decisive goal in a 1-0 win. 

Just two weeks later, a 42,000 crowd were on 

hand to see the Polish national team play in 

the stadium; where strikes from Mario Balotelli 

and Giampaolo Pazzini gave Italy a 2-0 

victory. 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Wrocław will host three Euro 2012 games from 

Group A, including the Polish team’s final 

group game (all times local). 

Russia v Czech Rep. – 8
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

Greece v Czech Rep. – 12
th
 June 2012 (18:00) 

Czech Rep. v Poland – 16
th
 June 2012 (20:45) 

 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

Sitting to the west of the city, the Wrocław 

Stadium lies in between Ulica Lotnicza to the 

south, and Ulica Królewiecka to the north. 

Bus numbers 103, 128, 403 and 435 serve the 

ground, whilst tram lines 3, 10, 20, 32PLUS 

and 33PLUS also stop close by. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAN ZONE 

The heart of Wrocław will be the place to be 

during Euro 2012, as the city’s Fan Zone is 

located in Rynek (Market Square) and Plac 

Solny. With an estimated capacity of around 

40,000, it is situated right in the centre of the 

city. 

Due to its location in the centre of town, Rynek 

has fantastic transport links available. Tram 

numbers 3, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 20, 23, 24 and 

33PLUS all run past the area, whilst there is a 

very large number of buses running close, 

especially around the nearby Galeria 

Dominikańska shopping mall. 
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THE TEAMS 

SLĄSK WROCŁAW 
 

Founded: 1947 

Nickname: Zielono-Biało-Czerwone (Green, 

White and Reds) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1977. 

Puchar Polski: 1976, 1987. 

Super Puchar: 1987. 

Puchar Liga: 2009. 

Coach: Orest Lenczyk 

Captain: Sebastian Mila 

After making their debut in the Polish top-flight 

in 1965, Sląsk went on to become a force to 

be reckoned with during the late 1970s. During 

this time, 6 top-four finishes in eight years, 

including their first and only league 

championship, meant that the club became a 

regular in European competition.  

In their first outing, Sląsk made it to the third 

round of the UEFA Cup before losing to 

eventual winners Liverpool. A Cup Winners’ 

Cup quarter-final loss to Napoli just a year 

later remains the club’s best ever European 

finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It took Sląsk a further 29 years, including a 

couple of relegations (even dropping down to 

the third tier in 2003), before they finally 

returned to the top end of the league – 

finishing second in the 2010/11 season. 

Sląsk supporters have a friendship with fellow 

Euro 2012 hosts Lechia Gdańsk, as well as 

Wisła Kraków. They also friendly with fans 

from Miedz Legnica, Motor Lublin, and Czech 

club SFC Opava. 

 

ZAGŁĘBIE LUBIN 
 

Founded: 1945 

Nickname: Miedziowi (The Coppers) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1991, 2007. 

Super Puchar: 2007. 

Coach: Pavel Hapal 

Captain: Szymon Pawłowski 

Although located 65 kilometres away from 

Wrocław in the town of Lubin, Zagłębie are 

Sląsk’s closest rivals. 

The Coppers picked up their first league title in 

1991, just two years after their promotion from 

the second tier; whilst their 2007 win was three 

years after returning back to the top flight from 

a season in the I Liga. 

Just one season after winning their second 

league title, the club was implicated in the 

corruption scandal which engulfed Polish 

football. For their part in the match-fixing, the 

club were relegated one division; but after a 

single season on the second tier, the club 

returned to the Ekstraklasa in 2009. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Etap Hotel Wrocław Stadion,  

Ulica Lotnicza 151 

Map Ref. H1 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 0.4km 

Distance to Airport: 5.0km 

Distance to Train Station: 7.7km 

Distance to Fan Park: 6.7km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 10, 20, 32PLUS, 

33PLUS, 128. 

 

 

Hotel Wieniawa, 

Gajowicka 130 

Map Ref. H2 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.3km 

Distance to Airport: 7.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.7km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 14, 20, 24, 127, 136, 

144. 

 

 

Campanile Wrocław, 

Ulica Jagielly 7 

Map Ref. H3 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 6.4 km 

Distance to Airport: 9.0km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.8km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 0, 14, 24, C, 128, 144. 

 

 

Hotel Orbis Wrocław, 

7 Powstancow Staskich 

Map Ref. H4 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.4km 

Distance to Airport: 8.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 0.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.3km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 2, 6, 7, 14, 17, 20, 24, 

125, 135, 325, 602, A, D. 

 

 

Mercure Wrocław Panorama, 

Plac Dominikański 1 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.8km 

Distance to Airport: 9.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.7km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 

17, 23, 33PLUS, 114, 120, 900L, 900P, 901. 

904, 910, 914. 

 

 

Sofitel Wrocław Old Town, 

Ulica Swięta Mikołaja 67 

Map Ref. H6 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 6.9km 

Distance to Airport: 9.2km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.2km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 20, 

23, 24 and 33PLUS, 122, 132, 142, E, K. 

 

 

Qubus Hotel Wrocław, 

Ulica Swiętej Marii Magdaleny 2 

Map Ref. H7 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.4km 

Distance to Airport: 9.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.3km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 23, 

33PLUS,122, E, K. 

 

 

The Monopol Hotel, 

Ulica Heleny Modzrejewskiej 2 

Map Ref. H8 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.3km 

Distance to Airport: 9.2km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.4km 

Local Tram/Bus No.: 6, 7, 17, 149, 406, 409. 
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WHAT TO SEE… 

 It may sound surprising, but by numbers 

Ukraine is the eighth most visited country 

in the whole of Europe. But if you take a 

trip around the former Soviet state, you’ll 

see plenty of reasons why over 20 million 

people visit the country every year. 

As well as the four European 

Championship host-cities, Ukraine has a 

host of other destinations which are 

popular with both foreigners and locals 

alike. 

Crossing from the Polish border, the 

Carpathian Mountain Range heads 

south into Romania. Although the range’s highest peaks are located outside of Ukraine, the Ukrainian 

Carpathians have their fair share of stunning vistas. Hoverla – the country’s highest point – is located 

in the area, whilst the winter ski resorts of Bukovel, Slavska, Verkhovyna and Vorokhta are popular 

with hikers and fishing enthusiasts during the summer months. 

Following the border southwards, you will eventually reach the Black Sea and the port city of 

Odessa. Many passenger ferries and ships leave the port heading in the direction of Turkey, Bulgaria 

and Israel. 

Across the Black Sea from Odessa lies the autonomous peninsula republic of Crimea. Famous for 

the Crimean War of 1853-1856, it is now a very popular tourist destination. The capital city of 

Simferopol, as well as the picturesque Sevastopol and Yalta, are some of the most popular places 

for tourists to visit thanks to its’ summer Mediterranean climate. 

Approximately 400 kilometres north of Simferopol is the heavily-industrialised city of Dnipropetrovsk. 

Due to its’ importance as a nuclear and space technology centre during Soviet rule, the city was 

closed to foreigners until the late 

1980s.  

One of the most famous – and 

least accessible – locations in 

Ukraine came to attention in 1986. 

The Chernobyl disaster killed 31 

people directly, but it is impossible 

to determine exactly the number of 

lives destroyed. Tours are 

available to visit the Chernobyl 

Exclusion Zone and the 

abandoned city of Pripyat, 

however they are generally quite 

expensive; and prior permission 

must be obtained from the 

Ukrainian government.  
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AIR TRAVEL 

Ukraine has a total of 10 major International 

Airports; but as of January 2011, it is only the 

2 airports in Kyiv which serve destinations in 

the UK.  

If you are willing to transfer in another 

European city, Dnipropetrovsk is 

approximately 200km away from both Kharkiv 

and Donetsk; and has connections to Berlin 

and Vienna. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGE 

Whilst this guide is written primarily with 

Anglicised names, you will be very lucky to 

come across signs in English whilst visiting the 

country. The majority of signs (or for that 

matter, any writing) will be in Cyrillic. Where 

English names are given in this guide, they are 

translated directly from the Ukrainian Cyrillic 

alphabet below. So using the table to translate 

the host city names into English, you end up 

with Київ (Kyiv), Львів (L’viv), Донецьк 

(Donets’k) and Харків (Kharkiv). You may 

find it extremely helpful to learn the Cyrillic 

alphabet before your trip. 

 

 

 

 

UKRAINE FACTFILE 

CAPITAL CITY: Kyiv 

AREA: 603,628 km ² 

POPULATION (est.): 45,888,000 

CURRENCY: Hryvnia (UAH) 

ROUGH CONVERSION: £1 = 12UAH 

TIME ZONE: GMT+ 2 hours 

AVERAGE JUNE TEMP: 19 °C 
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SPEAKING THE LANGUAGE

Although it looks hugely imposing, it will probably be worth picking up a few Ukrainian phrases, 

allowing you to communicate with the locals a little easier. English is now taught in many schools; but 

this wasn’t always the case. Many of the older generation will not have a major grasp of English, so a 

little Ukrainian may come in handy.  

PRONOUNCIATION 

The Cyrillic alphabet converter (previous page) will help to get your pronunciation as close as 

possible. The useful phrases below also come with a rough guide to pronunciation to help you get a 

decent grasp of the language.

 

PHRASES 

Вітаю [vi-TA-yu] – Hello 

До побачення (do po-BA-chennia) – 

Goodbye  

Так [tahk] - Yes 

Ні [ni] - No 

Будь ласка [bud' LAS-ka] - Please 

Дякую [DIA-kuyu] - Thank You 

Вибачте [vy-BACH-te] - Sorry 

Я з Англії/Ірландії [ya z anh-li-yi/ir-lan-di-

yi] - I am from England/Ireland 

Ви розмовляєте англійською? [Vy roz-

mov-LYA-yete an-GLIY-s'koyu] - Do you 

speak English? 

Я не розумію [Ya ne rozu-MI-yu] - I don’t 

understand 

Одне пиво, будь ласка [od-NE PY-vo bud' 

LAS-ka] – Can I have a beer please 

Один [o-DYN] – One 

Два [dva] – Two 

Три [try] – Three 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Чотири [cho-TY-ry] – Four 

п'ять [pyat'] – Five 

десять [DE-syat'] - Ten 

аеропорт [aer-o-port] – Airport 

залізнична станція [zaliz-nych-na stant-si-

ya] – Train Station 

Ліво/Право [LI-vo/PRA-vo] – Left/Right 

Один квиток до Києва, будь ласка. [O-

dyn kvy-tok do Ky-yeva, budʹ las-ka.] – One 

ticket to Kyiv please. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

LOCAL EMBASSIES 

During the tournament, there will be local 

consulate points created in Ukraine, which will 

be able to help with any consular advice or 

problems. However, if an actual embassy is 

required, the following are the best to contact: 

United Kingdom 

Desiatynna St. 9,  

Kyiv 

01025 

Tel: (044) 490 3660 

Fax: (044) 490 3662 

E-mail: ukembinf@sovamua.com  

Web: http://www.ukinukraine.fco.gov.uk 

 

Republic of Ireland 

Trziste St. 13, 

Prague 

11800 

Czech Republic 

Tel: (+420) 257 530061 (-4)  

Fax: (+420) 257 531387 

Web: http://www.embassyofireland.cz 

 

(Honorary Consulate) 

Mr Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Say 

Shorsa St. 44, 

Kyiv 

01133 

Tel/Fax: (+38 044) 285 5902 

 

Not from the UK or Ireland? A full list of 

embassies can be found at 

http://www.mfa.gov.ua/mfa/en/1232.htm 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Fire Brigade: 01 

Police: 02 

Ambulance: 03 

 

CURRENCY EXCHANGE 

In major cities, ATM machines can be found in 

abundance. These will all dispense Ukrainian 

Hryvnia. Money can also be exchanged at 

banks, large hotels, some shops and licensed 

currency exchange booths.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHARMACIES 

It is possible to find pharmacies in all major 

towns, and even in some supermarket chains. 

The Ukrainian for pharmacy is “аптека”, and 

pronounced “apteka” 

. 

CLIMATE 

Like much of Eastern Europe, Ukraine suffers 

from drastically cold winters – it is not 

uncommon for it to dip to below -20°C! 

However the summers can reach the other 

end of the scale, tipping 20°C regularly. The 

average temperature for June is around 19°C. 

 

mailto:ukembinf@sovamua.com
http://www.ukinukraine.fco.gov.uk/
http://www.embassyofireland.cz/
http://www.mfa.gov.ua/mfa/en/1232.htm
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Population: 2,797,553 – Established: 5
th
 Century AD - Area: 839.00 km

2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

Said to be named after one of the 

founding brothers of the city, the 

now-Ukrainian capital of Kyiv 

(Київ) was established on an 

important trade route between 

Scandinavia and Constantinople. 

The Slavic city was invaded in the 

mid-19
th
 Century by the 

Varangians – a civilisation 

associated with the Vikings. Under 

the Varangian rule, the city 

became the capita of the Kievan 

Rus’, attributed as the first East 

Slavic State. 

In 1240, Kyiv – along with the rest of the state - was again invaded; this time by the Mongols. 

Sweeping in from the East, the Mongols completely obliterated the city; and for centuries Kyiv lost its 

influence, becoming nothing more than a regional capital. 

Absorbed into the Russian Empire, Kyiv once again flourished during the late 19
th
 century thanks to 

the Industrial Revolution. In 1917, the city became the capital of the newly-independent Ukrainian 

National Republic; but just four years later it was absorbed into the Soviet Union. 

World War II again saw the city receive heavy damage, but the third-largest Soviet City quickly 

recovered in the post-war years. The 1991 break-up of the USSR saw Kyiv re-established as the 

capital city of Ukraine. 

HOME OF… 

Milla Jovovich: The American star of films such as The Fifth Element, Zoolander and Resident Evil, 

was born in Kyiv before leaving the Soviet Union for London at the age of 5. 

Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko: The Ukrainian Heavyweight World Boxing Champions studied at 

school in Kyiv, before graduating from the city’s university. 

Elena Baltacha: The Female British number One Tennis player was born in the Ukrainian capital, 

before moving to the UK with her professional footballer father, Sergei in 1989.  

Zino Davidoff: Former tobacconist, who is credited for launching the Davidoff Cigarette and Cigar 

Company Worldwide.  
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KYIV FACT 

For an unusual mode of transport, try 

the “Kyiv Funicular”. It is a type of train 

which takes passengers up the steep 

banks of the Dnieper.  

 

KYIV FACT 

Kyiv was spared from excessive 

damage from the Chernobyl blast by 

the weather. Prevailing northern winds 

blew most of the radioactive debris 

away from the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
FIVE THINGS TO DO IN KYIV 
 

1. Chernobyl Museum 

Located on Khoryva Lane (пров. Хоревий, 1), 

the museum documents the 1986 Nuclear 

explosion in the Chernobyl Power Plant, 

situated just over 100km to the north of Kyiv. 

Most exhibits are in Ukrainian and Russian, 

but it is still definitely worth a visit. 

2. Saint Sophia Cathedral  

Placed on the World Heritage List in 1990, 

Kyiv’s most famous cathedral is named after 

the philosophy of wisdom rather than an actual 

Saint Sophia. Work started on the cathedral in 

the early 11
th
 Century, and it was completed to 

its current form in 1740. It is widely regarded 

as one of the best examples of Byzantine and 

Ukrainian Baroque architecture, and still 

contains frescoes and mosaic dating back to 

the cathedral’s beginnings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Rodina Mat (Motherland) 

Standing at 102m tall including the pedestal, 

Europe’s fourth largest statue sits on the 

banks of the Dnipro River above the Museum 

of the Great Patriots War. Over 10 metres 

taller than the Statue of Liberty, the memorial 

also offers great views of the city if you pay the 

extra to climb to the top. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Mykola Syadristy Microminiatures 

Museum 

Although it won’t take up much of your time – 

the museum occupies just one room – it will 

leave you in amazement. The exhibition by 

micro-miniaturist Mykola Syadristy includes the 

world’s smallest book, a chessboard and 

pieces sitting atop of a pinhead, and a 

sculpture of a rose inside of a hollowed-out 

hair. 

http://www.microart.kiev.ua/en/index.html 

5. Maidan Nezalezhnosti (Майдан 

Незалежності) 

Kyiv’s main central square is full of history an 

architecture making it one of the most striking 

places in the city. Renamed in 1991 to 

“Independence Square”, in celebration of the 

Ukraine’s independence from the Soviet 

Union; the square is recognisable worldwide 

thanks to the Orange Revolution in late 2004, 

where hundreds-of-thousands of protesters 

pitched tents and braved heavy snow to 

protest against alleged electoral corruption. 

http://www.microart.kiev.ua/en/index.html
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GETTING AROUND 

Ukraine’s capital is located in the north of the 

country, and around 450km to the east of the 

Polish border. The city’s two airports are the 

main ports of entry for most travellers into 

Kyiv. 

AIR 

The Boryspil (Бориспіль) International Airport 

is Kyiv’s biggest, and is located around 29km 

to the east of the city. It receives regular flights 

from Gatwick through Ukraine Airlines and 

Aerosvit, and Heathrow by British Airways; as 

well as other major airports throughout 

Europe. 

Kyiv’s second airport – Zhuliany (Жуляни) – is 

on the western outskirts of the city, and is 

primarily used for domestic flights. However, 

WizzAir also use the airport for flights to Luton, 

as well as other European cities. 

Boryspil has regular services to Warsaw via 

LOT Airlines, and also to Kraków in Poland; 

whilst it flies to Kharkiv, Lviv and Donetsk via 

Ukraine Airlines at Terminal B. 

Zhuliany also has flights to Kharkiv and Lviv, 

operated by a couple of small airlines including 

Khors Air and UM Airlines. 

ARRIVING IN KYIV 

The number 322 “Sky Bus” runs regularly 

between Boryspil and Kyiv’s Central Railway 

Station. From here, there are numerous bus 

and Metro links. This line runs between 5am 

and 3am; and a single ticket costs 25UAH 

(£2). You can catch the bus outside of 

Terminal B. There is also a planned rail 

terminal at the airport, linking it with the city’s 

main station. 

Three bus services serve the Zhuliany Airport 

– the number 9, which takes passengers to the 

Railway Station, and the 22 and 213, which 

link the airport to the Metro network. These 

buses cost around 1.50UAH (12p!). 

Taxis are available, however the prices will 

totally eclipse Public Transport – and can even  

 

 

increase once the driver notices you are a 

foreigner! 

RAIL 

Kyiv’s Central Station is located on Vokzal’na 

Square (Вокзальна площа), 2.5km from the 

Olympiyskyi Stadium. Trains to Kharkiv and 

Lviv will take approximate 6-7 hours, whilst the 

journey time to Donetsk can be double of that. 

Warsaw, Poznań and Wrocław will take in 

excess of 15 hours. 

ROAD 

Kyiv’s main bus station is located just over 

4km south of the Central Train Station on 

Moskows’ka Square (Московськa площі). The 

journeys may take a little longer than by train, 

but they are also a lot cheaper. Services to 

Kharkiv (7 hours), Lviv (10 hours) and Donetsk 

(12 hours) are regularly available. 

IN THE CITY 

Kyiv’s five underground “Metro” lines are the 

most popular way to travel around the city. 

Single trips on the Metro are paid for in tokens; 

with a token costing 2UAH (16p). A 30-day 

pass valid from the 1
st
 of the month will cost 

95UAH (£7.60), whilst a pass for the second 

half of the month will set you back 48UAH 

(£3.85). But if you do travel on the Metro, be 

aware that the majority of the signs are in 

Ukrainian only! 

http://www.metro.kiev.ua/ 

Though more extensive than the Metro, the 

overground network of buses and trolleybuses 

are all at the mercy of Kyiv’s horrendous 

traffic. If you do decide to travel on the aging 

fleet of crowded buses, the services start to 

run at around 5:45am and will keep going until 

around midnight. 

Single journeys on the overground network will 

cost 1.50UAH, whilst a monthly ticket covering 

all overground and underground networks - at 

230UAH (£18.50) or a 15-day pass at 115UAH 

(£9.25) - may be better if you plan to stay in 

Kyiv for the duration of the tournament. 

http://www.metro.kiev.ua/
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FOOD… 

Kotleta Po’kyivsky 

Going to the Ukrainian capital and not eating a 

traditional Chicken Kiev is like going to Rome 

and not sampling the local pizza or pasta. 

Although some claim that the dish was created 

in Moscow, the chicken filled with garlic butter 

will always be associated with the city which 

bears its name. 

Varenyky 

Similar to the Polish “pierogi”, these boiled 

dough crescents can be filled with many 

ingredients. The most popular fillings include 

mashed potatoes, sauerkraut, cheese, meat, 

or hard-boiled egg. 

Kruchenyky 

Usually made with pork or beef, this popular 

Ukrainian dish is mixed with other ingredients 

including cooked cereals, cheese or 

mushrooms. It is then rolled into balls and fried 

on either side, before being covered in sauce 

before being baked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polyadvitsa 

Ground beef rubbed with salt and pepper, then 

rolled in flour and fried in butter. After frying, it 

is baked until soft and tender; and then served 

with roast potatoes. 

Torte Kyivsky 

Commercially produced in the city, the Torte 

Kyivsky is a type of sponge cake containing 

ground hazelnuts, and sometimes poppy 

seeds, and separated by a buttercream. It can 

then be filled with a number of sweet 

ingredients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Obolon (Оболонь) 

The Ukraine’s biggest exporter of beer is 

Kyiv’s Obolon Brewery – with approximately 

80% of the country’s export market. The 

brewery’s main beverage is the Obolon 

Premium, a 5.0% ABV lager. 

The brand is also available in a Light version 

(4.5%), and a Strong version (7.1%). 

Slavutich (Славутич) 

Another local lager, brewed only from natural 

ingredients by the Carlsberg Ukraine Group. 

The light version is a 4.3% ABV drink, whilst 

the “ICE” version clocks I at 5.0%. There are 

also slightly weaker, flavoured versions 

available. 

KYIV FACT 

During the summer months, the 

centre of Kyiv becomes a party place 

at night. During the weekends, the 

central roads are closed to traffic. 

KYIV FACT 

The Ukrainian capital is home to 

around 40 museums, ranging from 

history and war to fine art and 

science. 
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OLIMPIYS’KYI STADIUM, KYIV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reconstructed Olimpiys’kyi Stadium 

(Олімпійський) in the heart of Kyiv is the 

country’s largest football ground, as well as 

being the largest venue used in the 

tournament. The home of the national team, 

the Olimpiys’kyi can hold 65,400 spectators for 

football games. 

The original stadium was built back in 1923, 

before being renovated just 18 years later. 

During the war it was largely undamaged, 

although some work was needed to restore the 

stadium to its former glory. 

Another redevelopment was completed in 

1999, and the stadium was used by Dynamo 

Kyiv as their home ground for major domestic 

or European games. When the decision came 

to grant the 2012 European Championships to 

the city, a complete re-design of the 

Olimpiys’kyi was needed; and after a number 

of high-profile delays, the stadium finally 

opened its doors on October 8
th
 2011. 

FIRST GAME 

Ukraine’s new home of football hosted its first 

game on 11
th
 November 2011, hosting 

Germany in a friendly game. 

Dynamo’s Andriy Yarmalenko netted the 

ground’s opening goal, before Dnipro’s Evgeni 

Konoplyanka doubled the hosts’ advantage. 

Like he did in Gdańsk, Toni Kroos became the 

first visiting player to score in the new stadium, 

before Sergey Nazarenko re-established 

Ukraine’s 2-goal lead on the stroke of half-

time. 

The second half saw a spirited fight-back from 
the visitors, with Simon Rolfes and Thomas 
Müller snatching a draw for Joachim Löw’s 
men. 

 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Kyiv will host five games during the 

competition, including 3 group D games, a 

quarter-final and the final (all times local). 

Ukraine v Sweden – 11
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

Sweden v England – 15
th
 June 2012 (19:00) 

Sweden v France – 19
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

Quarter-Final 4: Winner D v Runner-up C – 

24
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

Final – 1
st
 July 2012 (21:45) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

The Olimpiys’kyi Stadium sits in the heart of 

Kyiv, just 2.5km from the Central Train Station. 

The closest Metro stations are Olimpii’ska 

(Олімпійська) on the Kurenivs’ko – 

Chervonoarmiys’ka Line. and Palats Sportu 

(Палац Спорту) on the Syrets’ko – 

Pechers’ka Line. 

FAN ZONE 

For the duration of the tournament, Kyiv’s Fan 

Zone will be located at Maidan Nezalezhnosti 

– just two Metro stops away from the 

Olimpiys’kyi Stadium. 

As well as four giant screens displaying all 31 

games in the tournament, planned activities 

include five-a-side pitches, football skill tests, 

and live concerts. 
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THE TEAMS 

DYNAMO KYIV (ФК Динамо Київ) 
 

Founded: 1927 

Nickname: Bilo-Syni (White-Blues) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 1961, 1966, 1967, 1968, 

1971, 1974, 1975, 1977, 1980, 1981, 1985, 

1986, 1990 (USSR); 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 

1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 

2007, 2009 (Ukraine). 

Cup: 1954, 1964, 1966, 1974, 1978, 1982, 

1985, 1987, 1990 (USSR); 1993, 1996, 1998, 

1999, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007 (Ukraine). 

Super Cup: 1980, 1985, 1986 (USSR); 2004, 

2006, 2007, 2009, 2011 (Ukraine). 

UEFA Cup Winners Cup: 1975, 1986. 

UEFA Super Cup: 1975. 

Coach: Yuri Semin 

Captain: Oleksandr Shovkovskiy 

With a staggering 26 League Titles, Ukraine’s 

most famous club play their home games in 

the city’s Lobanovskyi Dynamo Stadium – 

named in honour of the former Dynamo and 

USSR National Team coach. 

Before becoming the most successful club in 

the Ukraine’s short history, Dynamo also 

eclipsed the Moscow-based clubs, making 

them the most successful club in the former 

Soviet Union. 

In recent years, a trip to Kyiv in European 

competition has always been a tough draw. In 

2008-09, Dynamo reached the Semi-Finals of 

the UEFA Cup – their highest European finish 

since they reached the same stage of the 

Champions League ten years earlier. 

 

 

 

ARSENAL KYIV (Арсенал Київ) 
 

Founded: 2001 

Nickname: Gunners 

Honour Roll: 

Ukraine Championship: 5
th
 - 2003 

Ukraine Cup: Semi-finalists - 2011 

Coach: Leonid Kuchuk 

Captain: Maksym Shatskykh 

Formerly known as CSKA Kyiv, the club 

reorganised under the name of Arsenal just 

over ten years ago – and has stayed in the top 

flight since. Their only European competition 

came back in 2001 when they became Club 

Brugge’s second-round victims, after they had 

fought their way past Red Star Belgrade in the 

first round. 

Arsenal plays their home games at the Kolos 

Stadium in nearby Boryspil. 

 

OBOLON KYIV (Оболонь Київ) 

Founded: 1992 

Nickname: Pyvovary (Brewers) 

Honour Roll: 

Ukrainian First League: 2
nd

 – 2009/2010 

Coach: Serhiy Kovalets 

Captain: Oleksandr Mandzyuk 

Named after the brewery which has sponsored 

the club since 1999, Obolon made their return 

to the top flight in 2009, after a 4-year 

absence. 

The club plays their home games in the 

Obolon Arena, in the northern suburbs of the 

city. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Tourist Hotel,  

2 Raisy Okipnoy Street 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.7km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 12.3km 

Distance to Train Station: 7.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 5.0km 

 

 

 

Hotel Slavutich, 

1 Entuziastiv Street 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.0km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 11.5km 

Distance to Train Station: 7.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 5.1km 

 

 

 

Mir Hotel, 

70, 40-Richya Zhovtnya Avenue 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 4.0km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 5.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 4.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 5.8km 

 

 

 

Oselya, 

11 Kamenyariv Street 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.9km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 3.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 3.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 5.5km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ibis Kyiv Shevchenko Blvd, 

25 Taras Shevchenko Boulevard 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.1km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 6.1km 

Distance to Train Station: 1.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.0km 

 

 

Rus Accord Hotel, 

4 Hospitalna Street 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 0.2km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 6.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.5km 

 

 

Impressa, 

21 Petra Sagaidachnogo Street 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.9km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 8.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 3.3km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.2km 

 

 

Hyatt Regency Kyiv, 

5A Tarasova Street 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.2km 

Distance to Zhuliany Airport: 7.5km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.6km 
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Population: 975,959 – Established: 19
th

 Century AD - Area: 358.00 km
2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

The most-Easterly Euro 2012 

host city of Donetsk (Донецьк) 

was originally established in 1869 

by a Welsh businessman by the 

name of John Hughes. Then 

called “Hughezovka”, the town 

was centred on several coal 

mines and a steelworks. Due to 

the British origins of the city, 

much of the original architecture 

had a very British feel about it. 

In 1924, the Soviet government 

decided to rename the city 

“Stalin” and later “Stalino”, and over the next ten years the city was linked to drinking water, gas and a 

sewer system. 

At the beginning of World War Two the city’s population peaked at around 507,000, but after the 

fighting had ceased in 1945 just 175,000 remained. The Nazi invasion of the area resulted in the 

majority of the town being demolished, only to be rebuilt when the Soviets regained power. 

During the war, the area was known for one of many Jewish Ghettos, where 3,000 Jews were killed; 

as well as a Concentration Camp which oversaw the deaths of approximately 92,000. 

In order to distance the city from Jozef Stalin’s reign, Nikita Khrushchev ordered the city to be 

renamed as “Donetsk” in 1961, after a nearby river. 

HOME OF… 

Serhiy Bubka: Repeatedly voted as the World’s Best Sportsman, the Ukrainian Pole Vaulter picked 

up an Olympic Gold in 1988, as well as 6 World Championship medals. 

Nikita Khrushchev: Former First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Khrushchev 

was also responsible for the “Destalinisation” of the USSR. 

Lilia Podkopayeva: Widely regarded as one of the best gymnasts in history, Podkopayeva won All-

Round Olympic gold in 1996. She also is the originator of two skills included in the “Code of Points” 

gymnastics scoring system. 

Oleksiy Pecherov: A 7-foot tall Basketball player who, in between spells at Paris Basket Racing and 

Olimpia Milano, played in the NBA with Washington Wizards and Minnesota Timberwolves.
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DONETSK FACT 

In 1956, Sheffield became the first 

‘Sister City’ of Donetsk. Their link was 

due to them both being centres for 

steel production. 

#DONETSK2012 

Want to try something different?  

Georgian wine is very popular and is 

worth a glass or three especially as 

it’s so cheap! 

@theballisround 

 

 

 

 

 

FIVE THINGS TO DO IN 
DONETSK 
 

 

1. Bulvar Pushkina (бульвар Пушкина) 

The 1.7km green strip of land known as 

Pushkin Boulevard lies right in the heart of 

Donetsk, giving the locals (Donechyani) a 

chance to escape the day-to-day industrial and 

commercial life in the city. Fountains, 

monuments and al-fresco café’s line the 

beautiful walkway. 

2. Lenin Square 

Located towards the southern end of the 

massive Artyoma Street (Артема вул.), the 

relatively small Lenin Square is dominated by 

a 42-metre statue of the former Russian 

Marxist Revolutionary. During late Spring and 

Summer, there is a regular light and music 

show on the square’s fountain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Artyoma Street (Артема вул.) 

Widely recognised at the cultural heart of 

Donetsk, Artyoma Street runs from the 

Vokzal’na Square (Вокзальна площа) in the 

north for nine kilometres down the spine of the 

city. Most of Donetsk’s sights- as well as many 

bars, restaurants and shopping areas - are 

located on or around Artyoma Street, making it 

the place to be in the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Donetsk Digital Planetarium 

Although only voiced in Russian, don’t let this 

put you off an amazing visit to the city’s 

planetarium. One of only twenty similar 

exhibits around the globe, the facility’s 

amazing 3D renderings of speeding meteors 

and the Big Bang will make for an 

unforgettable experience. 

 

5. Park Kovanych Figur (Forged Figures 

Park) 

Paying homage to the city’s humble 

beginnings as a mining centre, the park 

features over 90 figures forged from iron. 

Depicting people and animals, both serious 

and humorous; the area is popular with 

newlyweds posing for their first photographs. 
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GETTING AROUND 

Donetsk is the Easternmost Euro 2012 host 

city, and it lies just 60km from the Russian 

border. 

AIR 

Donetsk International Airport sits just over 7km 

to the north-west of Donetsk city centre, and 

the two are linked by bus, trolleybus and 

marshrutka (fixed-route taxi). 

Although there are currently no direct flights 

from the UK to Donetsk, it is possible to 

transfer at Warsaw, Kyiv, Munich, Barcelona, 

Vienna and Prague. AeroSvit Airlines and 

Ukraine International Airlines are the most 

well-known operators at the airport. 

Flights to Kyiv via Ukraine International, 

AeroSvit (to Boryspil) and KhorsAir (to 

Zhuliany) will allow for air links to Kharkiv and 

Lviv, whilst the LOT-operated route to Warsaw 

is ideal for travelling to Poland. 

ARRIVING IN DONETSK 

From outside the main terminal, Marshrutka 

No. 5 will take you to the main railway station 

in the north of the city, whilst trolleybus 

numbers 9 and 10 travel down Universytets’ka 

Street (Университетская улица) towards the 

centre. 

Taxis may be the quickest way to the centre of 

the city, and as well as being fairly cheap, can 

usually be found in abundance. The average 

cost of a taxi to cross the city is approximately 

30UAH (£2.50), but can vary depending on the 

company. Try to use official taxis (with the 

company name/number on the roof light) 

where possible; and if you must use another, 

agree a price before the journey. 

RAIL 

Donetsk’s recently-refubished main train 

station is located in the North-Western part of 

the city, at the top end of Artyoma Street. 

Services to Kharkiv (5-6 hours) and Kyiv (11-

12 hours are available, although high-speed 

rail links will likely be in place by the time Euro 

2012 rolls around. 

 

ROAD 

Donetsk has two main bus stations allowing for 

transport all over the country. The Yuzhniy Bus 

station located at the junction between 

Komunariv Square (пл. Комунарів) and 

Univerytets’ka Street (ул. Университетская), 

serves destinations mainly to the south of 

Donbass; whilst the new Zakhidny Station, just 

south of the airport on Krasnoarmeijs’kiy 

Highway, serves destinations including Kharkiv 

(6 hours), and Kyiv (12 hours). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE CITY 

Like most big Ukrainian cities, Donetsk has a 

network of buses, trams, trolleybuses and 

marshrutkas. But unlike some cities, Donetsk 

does not currently have a metro system; partly 

due to the number of coal mines underneath 

the city. There is however one underground 

line being built, although finance issues mean 

that it has been delayed. 

Single rides on the bus, trolleybus or tram will 

cost 1UAH (12p), whilst a marshrutka ride will 

cost 1.5UAH. Due to the low public transport 

prices, there are currently no multi-trip tickets 

available. 

Due to the large volume of people and the 

city’s traffic issues, Donetsk’s bus service may 

be unappealing to many. If this is the case, 

many taxis are on hand to transport fans 

across the city. These are relatively cheap; but 

if you are going to take a taxi ride, try to make 

sure that it is an officially licensed cab. 
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FOOD… 

Kotleta Po-Donbaskomu 

Similar to the humble Chicken Kyiv, the 

eastern-Ukrainian version of the “Kotleta Po-

Kyivsky” is instead made with pork and veal. 

However, unlike the popular chicken dish, the 

meat inside is usually minced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pelmeni 

Like much of Eastern and Central Europe, 

Donetsk has a fondness for dumplings. This 

local variety contains minced meat, fish or 

mushrooms, mixed with spices, black pepper 

or onions. 

Huliash 

A local take on the popular Hungarian 

“Goulash” dish, Huliash is a type of stew 

usually made with red meat and vegetables. It 

is then spiced and served with a buckwheat 

kasha. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olivye 

Originally invented in Moscow, the Olivye 

Salad is popular through many Eastern Bloc 

countries. The popular version of the salad 

contains boiled potatoes, dill pickles, peas, 

eggs, carrots, and either boiled beef or 

chicken. It is then dressed with mayonnaise. 

Deruny 

Although the exact recipe can slightly differ by 

region, this type of potato pancake is popular 

throughout Eastern Europe. Once fried, the 

fritter is served with sour cream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Sarmat (Сармат) 

Possibly the most popular local-brand in the 

city, Sarmat is available in a wide range of 

varieties. Now owned by SABMiller, the brand 

is spreading beyond the Ukrainian borders. 

The company’s current range stretches from 

the 1.2% “Bezalkogolnoe”, to the 7.5% 

“Mitsne”.  

Dnipro (Дніпро) 

Also brewed in the Sarmat Brewery, Dnipro 

(taking its name from the river) have a range of 

four pale lagers. The unfortunately-titled “Bile” 

is a 4.8% Belgian-style lager, whilst the 7% 

“Mitsne” and 4% “Svitle” versions are also 

available. 

DONETSK FACT 

In 1970, UNESCO ranked Donetsk 

as the Greenest Industrial City in 

the world. 

#DONETSK2012 

Hotel Liverpool and Hotel Atlas 

have all night bars. The latter also 

has “extra” entertainment on the 

upper floors. 

@eddietheshoe 

DONETSK FACT 

Despite beginning in 1992, 

construction of a Donetsk Metro 

system was abandoned in 2011 due to 

a lack of funding - without a single 

station being built. 
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DONBASS ARENA, DONETSK 
 
The impressive 50,000 capacity Donbass 

Arena (Донбас Арена) is home to Ukraine’s 

second biggest club Shaktar Donetsk. 

At a total cost of around £250 million, the 

stadium was finished in ahead of schedule, 

and was officially opened on 29
th
 August 2009 

to coincide with the Ukrainian national holiday 

of Miners Day, as well as “Donetsk Day”. 

American singer Beyonce helped to open the 

stadium with a show from her 2009 “I Am…” 

tour, her first show in Ukraine. 

Resembling a flying saucer, the stadium was 

designed by the same company responsible 

for the City of Manchester Stadium, Bayern 

Munich’s Allianz Arena and Beijing’s “Bird’s 

Nest” Olympic Stadium. 

FIRST GAME 

Shaktar’s first game in the new stadium was 

on 27
th
 September 2009, just less than a 

month after its opening. Obolon Kyiv were the 

inaugural visitors for the Ukrainian Premier 

League game. 

Brazilian midfielder Jádson became the 

Donbass Arena’s first goalscorer with an 18
th
 

minute penalty,and his fellow countryman 

Ilsinho followed with a second 17 minutes 

later. Vasiliy Kobin extended Shaktar’s lead in 

the 84
th
 minute; and with 2 minutes remaining, 

the third Brazilian – Willian – made it 4-0. 

 

 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Warsaw will host five games during the 

European Championships, including the 

opening game, a quarter-final and a semi-final 

(all times local). 

France v England – 11
th
 June 2012 (19:00) 

Ukraine v France – 15
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

England v Ukraine – 19
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

Quarter-Final 3: Winner C v Runner-up D – 

23
rd

 June 2012 (21:45) 

Semi-Final 1: Winner Match 25 v Winner 

Match 27 – 27
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

The Donbass Arena is located in the central 

Voroshilovskiy district of Donetsk, close to the 

corner of Mira Avenue (просп. Миру) and 

Chelyuskintsev Street (вул. Челюскінців).  

The ground is served by public transport 

routes 13, 14, 16, 46a, 46b, 73b and 77; whilst 

tram number 1, trolleybus number 2 and 

marshrutka numbers 100 and 46b link the 

stadium with the train station. 

FAN ZONE 

Donetsk’s 96,000 square metre Fan Park will 

be situated close to the old Shaktar Stadium, 

in Shcherbakov Park (парк Щербакова) in the 

east of the city. 5 huge screens will show all 31 

games, whilst many other entertainment 

facilities will be on hand to welcome the 

thousands of football fans to the city for the 

duration of Euro 2012. 
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THE TEAMS 

SHAKTAR DONETSK (Шахтар Донецьк) 
 

Founded: 1936 

Nickname: Himyky (Miners) 

Honour Roll: 

League Champions: 2002, 2005, 2006, 2008, 

2010, 2011, 2012 (all Ukrainian). 

National Cup: 1961, 1962, 1980, 1983 

(USSR); 1995, 1997, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2008, 

2011, 2012 (Ukraine). 

Super Cup: 1983 (USSR); 2005, 2008, 2010 

(Ukraine) 

UEFA Cup: 2009. 

Coach: Mircea Lucescu 

Captain: Darijo Srna 

Originally formed by local coal-miners in 1936, 

as “Stakhanovets” (participant of the hard-

working Stakhanovite Movement); the club is 

by far the most successful club in the Donbass 

region.  

Although the club lifted their first major piece of 

silverware – the Soviet Cup - in 1961, and then 

went on to repeat the feat just a year later; 

Shaktar had to wait until the late seventies and 

early eighties to represent the Soviet Union in 

European competition. 

Their 1983/84 Cup Winners’ Cup run to the 

quarter-finals would represent Shaktar’s final 

European appearance before the dissolution of 

the USSR. 

As a part of the Ukraine, Shaktar have now 

become one of Europe’s most well-known 

clubs thanks to regular Champions League 

appearances, and the club’s finest hour – the 

2009 UEFA Cup win. 

The club’s biggest rivals are Dynamo Kyiv, 

with the two clubs exchanging places in the 

top two for the last 15 league seasons. The 

game between the two is known as the 

“Ukraine Derby”. 

 

METALURH DONETSK (Металург 
Донецьк) 
 

Founded: 1996 

Nickname: MetaDon 

Honour Roll: 

Ukrainian First League Champions: 1997. 

Coach: Volodymyr Pyatenko 

Captain: Vyacheslav Checher 

Taking their roots from former amateur club 

Antratsyt Kirovske, the club was reorganised 

and renamed to Metalurh Donetsk in June 

1996. 

After making their Premier League debut in 

1997/98, four successive top-four finishes at 

the turn of the century gave Metalurh a regular 

European berth. However hammerings by 

Werder Bremen, Parma and Lazio; and an 

away goals loss to PAOK mean that the 

Ukrainians have never progressed past the 

first round. 

Another fourth-place finish in 2009 put 

Metalurh back into Europe the following 

season, however a Europa League Play-Off 

Round loss to Austria Vienna meant that the 

club were unable to reach the group stage. 

The club’s home is the 5,000 capacity 

Metalurh Stadium, however they are currently 

building a new 17,500-seater ground outside 

of the city, in Makiivka. 

Famous names who have played for the club 

include former Manchester United and 

Barcelona midfielder Jordi Cruyff, and current 

Manchester City man Yaya Toure. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Camping Park 2012,  

http://liverpool.com.ua/en/index.php?id=14728

&show=59109 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 11.2km 

Distance to Airport: 13.2km 

Distance to Train Station: 16.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 7.9km 

 

 

 

Hotel Liverpool, 

131v Artyoma Street 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 1.0km 

Distance to Airport: 7.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 5.5km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.3km 

 

 

 

Hotel Eva, 

29 Shyorsa Street 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 1.6km 

Distance to Airport: 7.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 5.3km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.7km 

 

 

 

Boutique Hotel ”Azania”, 

Teatralny 3 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.7km 

Distance to Airport: 9.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 6.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.8km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel Rialto, 

145 Ivana Tkachenko Street 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.3km 

Distance to Airport: 11.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 9.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.9km 

 

 

Ramada Donetsk, 

20 Shevchenko Blvd. 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 1.3km 

Distance to Airport: 8.5km 

Distance to Train Station: 6.5km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.9km 

 

 

Prague Hotel, 

101 Doubravnaya Street 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.4km 

Distance to Airport: 7.1km 

Distance to Train Station: 4.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.6km 

 

 

Donbass Palace, 

80 Artyoma Street 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 1.9km 

Distance to Airport: 8.5km 

Distance to Train Station: 6.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.6km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://liverpool.com.ua/en/index.php?id=14728&show=59109
http://liverpool.com.ua/en/index.php?id=14728&show=59109
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Population: 1,449,000 – Established: 17
th

 Century AD - Area: 310.00 km
2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

Despite evidence that the area has been 

populated since the 2
nd

 Millennium B.C., 

the present-day city of Kharkiv (Харків) 

was only established in in the mid-17
th
 

century.  

Whilst part of the Russian Empire, 

Kharkiv flourished extremely quickly. The 

city’s university was established in 1805, 

whilst the arrival of the first Ukrainian 

newspaper in 1812 put the city firmly on 

the map as a cultural and industrial 

centre. 

Between 1800 and 1917, Kharkiv was connected to the railway system (1869), running water supply 

(1870), electric lighting (1898) and the sewer system (1912). During this period, the city’s population 

increased 30-fold. 

The city became the first in Ukraine to proclaim the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic in 1917, and 

became the Ukrainian SSR’s capital. It stayed this way until 1934, when the administrative capital was 

moved to Kyiv. 

October 1941 saw the Nazis gain control of Kharkiv, making it the largest Soviet city to be occupied 

during the Second World War. After a disastrous attempt to reclaim the city in 1942, the Red Army 

finally return to the city in February 1943; before going on to lose control again just a month later. 

After finally liberating Kharkiv for good in August, almost three-quarters of the city had been 

destroyed; whilst tens of thousands of the population had been killed. 

HOME OF… 

Boris Mikhailov: Allowed to work as a photographer by the KGB, who found photographs of his wife; 

he became one of Eastern Europe’s most famous photographers. He was famed for capturing on film 

the rise of Capitalism in the Soviet Union. 

Adolphe Mouron Cassandre: Ukrainian-French poster and typeface designer; his most well-known 

design being the Yves Saint-Laurent logo. 

Nikolai P. Barabashov: Famed astronomer, and co-author of the publication of the first images from 

the dark side of the moon. 

Irina and Tamara Press: Kharkiv-born sisters, who between them won five Olympic Golds during the 

1960 and 1964 Olympics; Irina in 80m Hurdles and Pentathlon, and Tamara in Shot-put and Discus.
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KHARKIV FACT 

Over a third of the city’s founding 

inhabitants were not Ukrainian, but 

Moldovan.  

KHARKIV FACT 

Kharkiv is the unofficial home of 

Ukrainian Science-fiction. Every 

year it holds the “Star Bridge” sci-fi 

convention. 

 

 

 

 

 

FIVE THINGS TO DO IN 
KHARKIV 
 

1. Ploscha Svobody (Площа Свободи) 

The sixth-largest city square in Europe, and 

12
th
-biggest in the world; Kharkiv’s “Freedom 

Square” regularly plays host to many concerts 

and shows. Whilst the huge statue of Lenin 

dominates the plaza, the most famous 

landmark in the area is the 108m tall 

Derzhprom building. Built in the 1920s, it was 

then the most spacious single structure in the 

world. 

2. Shevchenko Park 

Not named after the footballer Andriy (rather 

the 19
th
 Century Ukrainian poet, Taras), the 

park sits at the southern end of Freedom 

Square. Once you’ve visited the imposing 

Shevchenko Monument close to the Sums’ka 

Street (Сумская улица) entrance, head into 

the park to play the arcade games which 

reside there throughout the summer. The 

National Opera and Ballet house are also 

worth a look, as is the fantastic “Mirror Stream” 

fountain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Blahovischenskyi Sobor 

(Благовещенский собор) 

On the Western Bank of the Lopan River sits 

the 80-metre tall “Annunciation Cathedral” of 

Kharkiv. Completed in 1901, the red and white 

striped, Byzantine-style cathedral is the main 

Orthodox church of the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Barabashka Market 

Just a short walk from the Akademika 

Barabashova (Академіка Барабашова) Metro 

station is the varied collection of stalls which 

make up the country’s largest marketplace. 

Billed as being “a market with something for 

everyone”; there are stalls dedicated to 

everything from new clothing to car parts. 

5. Kharkiv Zoo and Nemo Dolphinarium 

Tucked away at the rear of Shevchenko Park 

lies the city of Kharkiv’s Zoo and Dolphinarium; 

home to a number different species. Take a 

few hours away from the hustle and bustle to 

visit one of Ukraine’s biggest zoos; or if you 

want to get involved, take along your 

swimming costume and take a plunge with the 

dolphins! 

http://nemo.kh.ua/ 

http://zoo.kharkov.ua/news_en 

 

http://nemo.kh.ua/
http://zoo.kharkov.ua/news_en
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GETTING AROUND 

Ukraine’s second city sits just 30 kilometres 

south of the Russian border, and is the capital 

of the Kharkiv Oblast. 

AIR 

Kharkiv International Airport is approximately 

9km southeast of the city centre in the 

Kominternovskij district of Kharkiv; and can be 

accessed from the city by public transport. 

There are currently no direct flights from the 

UK and Ireland to Kharkiv Airport; however 

you can fly to either Kyiv or Vienna and 

transfer from there.  

Aerosvit, Dniproavia and Ukraine International 

Airlines allfly to Kyiv-Boryspil, whilst UM 

Airlines and KhorsAir both fly to Kyiv’s second 

airport, Zhuliany. From Kyiv flights are 

available to all over Ukraine, as well as Polish 

cities including Warsaw and Kraków. 

ARRIVING IN KHARKIV 

A number of buses and trolleybuses serve 

Kharkiv Airport, and head in the direction of 

the city centre. Both the number 5 trolleybus 

and the 119 bus join up with the Metro at 

Prospekt Haharina (Проспект Гагаріна) 

Station, with the Number 5 heading on towards 

Universytets’ka Street (Університетська 

вулиця). Both the number 152 and 255 buses 

also leave the airport heading in the direction 

of the Akademika Barabashova (Академіка 

Барабашова) Metro station, in the north of 

Kharkiv. The buses all cost between 2.50UAH 

and 3UAH (20-25p), whilst the trolley bus is 

1.50UAH. 

As with most airports, taxis are available 

outside of the main terminal. To get to the city 

centre it should cost anywhere between 70 

and 100UAH (£5.50 - £8); just look for official 

taxis (they usually have the company name 

and number displayed), and try to agree to a 

price beforehand as some drivers may be 

happy to try to rip you off. 

 

 

RAIL 

Kharkiv’s main railway station is located in the 

west of the city, approximately 2km from the 

centre. It is served by the Pivdenny Vozkal 

(Пiвденний вокзал) Metro Station on the red-

coloured Kholodnohirsko–Zavodska Line. 

From Kharkiv, direct services to both Kyiv and 

Donetsk both clock-in at around 5-6 hours; 

whilst an overnight sleeper train is 

recommended to Lviv and further afield (20+ 

hours). 

ROAD 

Kharkiv’s main bus station – Tsentralny 

Avtovokzal (Central Bus Station) – is situated 

in the south-east of the city, close to the 

Prospekt Haharina Metro station. 

From the Central station, services to all 

corners of Ukraine are available; including 

Donetsk (6 hours), and an overnight service to 

Kyiv. 

IN THE CITY 

Kharkiv’s extensive service of buses, trams, 

trolleybuses and marshrutkas are readily 

available and easy to use to get around the 

city. However, the Kharkiv Metro is definitely 

the easiest way to travel. 

The three underground lines which cross 

Kharkiv intersect at three points before 

heading off in their respective directions. 

Whilst the red-coloured Kholodnohirsko–

Zavodska line is the service most used; both 

the green Oleksiivska line and the blue 

Saltivska line will take you in the direction of 

Ploscha Svobody. 

To enter the Metro, you will have to buy a 

token from the either the machines or the 

desks in the station entrances. A single token 

costs 2UAH (16p), and has to be entered into 

the turnstile allowing you to pass. 

The prices for both the trolleybus and tram 

networks are 1.50UAH (12p); whilst the bus 

service can vary depending on the route, with 

most costing between 0.50UAH (4p) and 

3UAH (25p). 
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FOOD… 

Holubtsi 

Although it translates roughly to “little pigeons”, 

there is no bird meat included in the dish. 

Holubtsi are cabbage rolls stuffed with meat 

and rice or buckwheat, and then coated in a 

tomato sauce. 

 

 

 

 

; 

 

 

 

Pyrizhky 

Small bread buns, which can be filled with a 

number of ingredients – in Ukraine it is usually 

potato. They are then baked in a thickened 

rich cream, mixed with dill. 

Nalysnyky 

Similar to a crepe – although unlike a crepe, it 

contains yeast – Nalysnyky will be filled with 

cottage cheese, meat, cabbage, fruits, or a 

combination of ingredients, before being lightly 

re-fried and served with sour cream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salo 

Cured slabs of pig fatback, prepared either 

with or without the skin. Usually salted or brine 

fermented, the dish is then treated with paprika 

or other spices. Salo can be eaten raw, fried, 

or chopped with garlic. 

Verhuny 

A sweet Ukrainian cookie, made from a non-

yeast dough which includes flour, butter, eggs, 

sugar and an obligatory alcohol – such as 

vodka, rum or brandy. 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Rohan (Рогань) 

Advertised by Andriy Shevchenko, the Rohan 

Brewery is now part of the massive Anheuser-

Busch InBev Brewery group. 

First brewed way-back in 1847, the popular 

“Traditional” pale lager is the easiest to find, 

and weighs in at 5.1% ABV. It is known for its 

tender taste. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stargorod (Старгород) 

Translated as “Old City”, Stargorod is a 

brewery, pub and restaurant all in one. 

Located on Lermontovs’ka Street 

(Лермонтовская улица), just a short walk 

from the Pushkins’ka (Пушкінська) Metro 

station, the venue shows live sport whilst you 

sup on your unique brew. 

http://www.stargorod.net 

KHARKIV FACT 

Kharkiv is twinned with two fellow 

Euro 2012 Host Cities – Poznań 

(since 1998) and Warsaw (since 

2011). 

KHARKIV FACT 

After Moscow and Leningrad (St 

Petersburg), Kharkiv was the 

third-biggest scientific-industrial 

centre in the USSR. 

KHARKIV FACT 

Metalist Kharkiv recently adopted a 

mascot named “Jorge” – a type of 

ferret which lives in the city’s zoo. 

http://www.stargorod.net/
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METALIST STADIUM, 
KHARKIV 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kharkiv’s 38,863-capacity Metalist Stadium 

(Стадіон Металіст) was originally built in 

1929; whilst its most recent renovation was 

completed at the end of 2009. The stadium is 

nicknamed ”The Spider” due to the support 

beams which stick out from the stands. 

The third-biggest stadium in the country is also 

a business and commercial hub, with 

numerous offices and a three-storey shopping 

mall located in the South Stand. 

The home games of Ukrainian club Metalist 

Kharkiv are played at the stadium; and since 

its renovation it has held two games of the 

Ukrainian national team and the 2012 

Ukrainian Cup Final. 

 

FIRST GAME 

Although the stadium continued to host 

Metalist Kharkiv games throughout its 

reconstruction, the first official game following 

completion was a Premier League tie between 

Metalist and Obolon Kyiv on 5
th
 December 

2009. 

Despite it being Metalist’s big night, the side 

from Kyiv came to spoil the party – and did so 

with a second-half strike from Belarus striker 

Andrey Varankov. 

 

 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Kharkiv will host a total of three games during 

Euro 2012; all of them in Group B (all times 

local). 

Netherlands v Denmark – 9
th
 June 2012 

(19:00) 

Netherlands v Germany – 13
th
 June 2012 

(21:45) 

Portugal v Netherlands – 17
th
 June 2012 

(21:45) 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

The Metalist Stadium is located approximately 

2.5 kilometres to the south-east of the city 

centre; just off of Plekhanivs’ka Street 

(Плеханівська вулиця), and not too far from 

Yuriy Haharina Avenue (Проспект Юрія 

Гагаріна). 

Both the red and green Metro lines head past 

the stadium; with both the red line Station 

Sportyvna (Спортивна), and the green line 

station Metrobudivnykiv im H.I. Vashchenka 

(Метробудівників імені Г.І. Ващенка) right 

outside the ground. 

 

 

 

 

FAN ZONE 

The projected 50,000 capacity Fan Park in 

Kharkiv will be located in Ploscha Svobody 

(Площа Свободи). A number of large 

screens, football games, refreshments and live 

music will all be available for the duration of 

the competition. 

Again, metro is the easiest way to get to the 

Fan Park; with both the blue and green lines 

running close by. The blue line Universytet 

(Університет) and the green line Derzhprom 

(Держпром) stations are the closest to the 

square. 



 
 

EURO 2012 IN BED WITH MARADONA KHARKIV 
 

THE TEAMS 

METALIST KHARKIV (ФК Металіст Харків) 
 

Founded: 1925 

Nickname: Zhovto-Syni (Yellow-Blue) 

Honour Roll: 

USSR Cup: 1988. 

Coach: Myron Markevych 

Captain: Cleiton Xavier 

Despite being the major club in Ukraine’s 

second city, Metalist has an honours list which 

can fit on the back of a postage stamp. 

Formed in the mid-20’s under the guise of 

KhPZ – a local train manufacturer – the club 

played in the local leagues, until a three-year 

stint in the Soviet Second League just after the 

war. 

Three promotions in five years during the late-

50’s/early-60’s meant that the club (now called 

“Avanguard”, after a 9-year spell as 

“Dzerzhinets”) could play in the Soviet Top 

League for the first time. 

After a period of decline, the now-named 

“Metallist” returned to the top-flight in 1981; 

and saw out the final ten years of Soviet rule 

there. This period brought the club’s only 

major piece of silverware – the Soviet Cup – 

after a 2-0 win over Torpedo Moscow. 

After removing an “L” from their name during 

the dissolution of the USSR, Metalist 

floundered being relegated from the top-tier 

twice – only to return again. 

Since the 2006-07 season, the club has 

finished in third-place for five consecutive 

season – giving them a regular place in 

European competition. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FC HELIOS (ФК "Геліос") 
 

Founded: 2002 

Nickname: Sonyachni (Sunny) 

Honour Roll: 

Ukraine Druha Liha (3
rd

 tier) Champions: 2005. 

Coach: Roman Pokora 

Captain: Serhiy Borzenko 

Although only formed ten years ago, Kharkiv’s 

second club now compete in the second tier of 

Ukrainian football.  

Starting out life in the third-level, Helios won 

promotion in 2005; and a number of mid-

table/bottom-half finishes have ensured that 

they remain there for the time being. 

Playing in the city’s 2,300 capacity Helios 

Arena after brief spells elsewhere; Helios have 

only managed to progress past the Ukrainian 

Cup’s Round-of-64 on two occasions, only to 

be eliminated in the next round both times. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
Hotel Kharkiv, 

7 Ploscha Svobody  

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 3.4km 

Distance to Airport: 10.0km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.7km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.0km 

 

 

 

Hotel Mir, 

27 Lenin Avenue 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.8km 

Distance to Airport: 12.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 4.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.5km 

 

 

 

Hotel Complex Mercury, 

Kharkiv Divisions Street 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 6.1km 

Distance to Airport: 4.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 10.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 9.4km 

 

 

 

City Club Hotel, 

145 Gagarina Avenue 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.3km 

Distance to Airport: 4.6km 

Distance to Train Station: 5.2km 

Distance to Fan Park: 5.3km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hotel VIVA, 

10/2 Gagarine Avenue 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 1.2km 

Distance to Airport: 7.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 3.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 2.5km 

 

 

Aurora Hotel, 

10/12 Artyoma Street 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.8km 

Distance to Airport: 9.5km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.9km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.5km 

 

 

Chichikov Hotel, 

6/8 Gogola Street 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 2.6km 

Distance to Airport: 9.1km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.8km 

 

 

Cosmopolit Hotel, 

1 Ak. Proskuri Street 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.2km 

Distance to Airport: 13.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 8.1km 

Distance to Fan Park: 5.5km 
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Population: 760,000 – Established: 13
th

 Century AD - Area: 182.01 km
2 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

Just 62 kilometres from the Polish border 

sits the Ukrainian city of Lviv (Львів). 

After being founded by King Danylo of 

Galicia in 1256, the city was invaded by 

the Tatars, and razed to the ground just 

five years later. Rebuilt by Danylo’s son 

Lev (the town was named after him) in 

1280; Lviv received an influx of people 

from Kraków, which had been suffering 

from massive droughts. 

In 1349 the city was absorbed into the Republic of Poland and given its Polish name, “Lwów”. After 

becoming the capital of the Ruthenian Voivodeship in 1389 the city prospered and became ethnically 

diverse, receiving settlers of German, Polish, Armenian and Jewish descent. 

Following the First Partition of Poland in 1772, the city was annexed by the Austrian Empire and given 

its Germanic name of Lemberg. Because of the frequent changed in rule the area developed its own 

dialect, drawing from the Polish, Russian and German languages. 

Aside from a small spell of Russian control in 1914, Lemberg stayed – and prospered - under Austro-

Hungarian control until it’s break-up following the First World War. Control was handed over to the 

Polish Republic - and renamed Lwów - after the year-long Polish-Ukrainian War, and the city 

remained Polish until 1945. 

Following occupation by both the Soviets and Nazi Germany during the Second World War, Poland’s 

borders swung westwards, and full control of Lwów was handed to the Soviet Union. Lviv stayed 

under Soviet control until the break-up of the USSR in 1993, when it became one of Ukraine’s most 

important cities. 

HOME OF… 

Franz Xaver Wolfgang Mozart: Youngest son of Wolfgang Amadeus, and composer in his own right. 

Spent time in Lemberg in the early 1800’s as a music teacher. 

Oleh Luzhny: Former Arsenal defender and current Dynamo Kyiv assistant manager, who played 52 

times for Ukraine and 8 times for the USSR. 

Svyatoslav Vakarchuk: Lead singer of post-Soviet Ukraine’s most successful rock-band, Okean 

Elzy; and winner of Ukraine’s version of “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?”. 

Kazimierz Zegleń: Although born 70 miles away in Ternopil, the inventor of the bulletproof vest spent 

some of his life in the city.
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LVIV FACT 

Following the city’s incorporation into 

the Soviet Union, many of Lviv’s 

monuments were move to Polish 

recovered territories. Statues from the 

city can now be found in Szczecin, 

GdaNsk and Wrocław.  

 

LVIV FACT 

The Ukrainian city is actually 

considered as the birthplace of Polish 

Football. The Polish Football Union 

was founded in the city in 1911, and 

the country’s first club was also 

located in Lwów. 

FIVE THINGS TO DO IN LVIV 

 

1. Ploshcha Rynok (пл. ринок) 

Located in the heart of the old town, the 14
th
 

Century Market Square covers an area of 

around 18,000m; and its renaissance-style 

cobbles are lined with shops and bars. In the 

centre of the square sits the Lviv City Hall, 

rebuilt after being destroyed by fire in 1825. 

Now a UNESCO Heritage Site, each corner of 

the square is adorned with a statue of a Greek 

mythological figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Beer Brewing Museum 

Located in the north of the city on Kleparivs’ka 

Street (Kлeпapiвcькa вулиці); the brewing 

museum will explain the history of beer, not 

just in Lviv, but around the world. There’s a bar 

located in the cellar serving the local beer and 

food, and yes, there may be a few free 

samples along the way. 

http://www.robertdoms.lviv.ua/ 

3. Lviv Chocolate Factory (Львівської 

Майстерні Шоколаду) 

For those with a sweet tooth, the Lviv 

Chocolate Factory specialise in handmade 

confectionary. Situated just 70 metres from the 

Market Square on Serbs’ka Street (Сербська, 

3), you can watch the sweets being crafted 

through the window; and it’s also a great place 

to pick up a gift for your better half. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Vysokyi Zamok (Високий замок) 

Although only ruins now remain, the site of 

Lviv’s High Castle is still popular with tourists 

and locals alike due to the fantastic panoramic 

views of the city. Located at Lviv’s highest 

point, the Castle Hill can’t be missed due to 

the TV tower which now sits at the summit. 

5. Palats Korniakta (Палац Корнякта) 

Completed in 1580, this renaissance-styled 

palace was home to Greek merchant 

Constantine Corniaktos, and later Polish-

Lithuanian King Jan III Sobieski. Now part of 

the Lviv History Museum, it is home to the Jan 

III Museum and features a number of 

treasured medallions and precious silverware 

items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.robertdoms.lviv.ua/
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GETTING AROUND 

Ukraine’s most Westerly host city is just a 

couple of hours drive away from the Polish 

border, and is actually 150km closer to the 

Polish capital Warsaw than it is to Kyiv.   

AIR 

Lviv’s recently renovated International Airport 

is located approximately 6km to the South-

West of the city centre; but as of December 

2011, it only operates to a small number of 

destinations. 

There are no direct flights from the UK and 

Ireland to Lviv; so if heading to the city, you 

will need to catch a connecting flight. The most 

convenient transfers are from Vienna (Austrian 

Airlines), Prague (Czech Airlines), Warsaw 

(LOT), Munich (Lufthansa) and Dortmund 

(Wizz Air). 

As mentioned above; LOT operate a short 

flight to Warsaw, where transfers to other 

Polish cities are available. Aerosvit, Dniproavia 

and Ukraine International Airlines also operate 

flights to Kyiv-Boryspil. 

ARRIVING IN LVIV 

The airport is linked to Lviv by both the number 

9 and 95 Marshrutkas (2UAH), and the 

number 9 Trolleybus (1.25UAH). The 95 mini-

bus will head from the airport into the heart of 

the city, passing Svobody Avenue (просп. 

Свободи); whilst the number 9 goes in the 

direction of the train station. The trolleybus 

goes to the University on Stepana Bandery 

Street (Степана Бандери), not too far from 

the centre. If you have large luggage, be 

prepared to buy an extra ticket for it! 

There are many taxis based outside of the 

main airport terminal who can take you to the 

city centre. If your taxi isn’t metred, make sure 

a price is agreed before travelling. 

RAIL 

Lviv Railway station is located in the western 

part of the city, located just off of Horodots’ka 

Street (Городоцькa вулиці). There are several 

trains which travel to Kyiv each day (7-8  

 

hours); where connections can be made to 

Kharkiv and Donetsk. 

There are also trains heading towards the 

Polish cities of Warsaw and Kraków, where 

transfers can send you in the direction of 

Gdańsk, Poznań and Wrocław. 

Tram numbers 1 and 9, and Marshrutka 

numbers 2, 66, 67 and 68 all serve the station. 

ROAD 

Lviv’s Central bus station is situated close to 

the new Lviv Arena; in the south of the city on 

Stryis’ka Street (Cтрійcькa вулиці). It is 

accessible via trolleybus number 5 and 

marshrutka numbers 7, 37, 57 and 71. 

Buses from here travel across Ukraine to Kyiv, 

whilst there are also services into Polish cities 

such as Warsaw, Kraków, Łódź and Katowice. 

IN THE CITY 

In total, 10 tram routes, 11 trolleybus lines and 

over 75 marshrutka routes weave through 

Lviv, allowing access to all corners of the city. 

Trams and trolleybuses are usually quite 

regular along the Lviv streets, but they also 

can be very crowded and dirty. Although a little 

more expensive, the marshrutkas are 

preferred in the city as they are generally 

quicker. To stop a marshrutka, just stick out 

your arm to flag it down. 

Unless you plan on staying in Lviv for over a 

month, there are no discounted multi-trip 

public transport tickets available. However this 

isn’t a problem as the prices of Ukrainian 

public transport are very cheap. 

A single tram or trolleybus fare will cost just 

1.25UAH (10p), whilst a fixed-route 

taxi/marshrutka will set you back 2UAH (16p). 
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weFOOD… 

Lviv Borshch 

A Ukrainian staple, the beet soup can be found 

all over the country. In the Lviv region, the dish 

is usually served with chopped boiled 

sausage, sour cream, and a sprinkle of dill 

herbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yushka 

A type of soup made from fish – usually carp – 

and a number of root vegetables including 

carrot, onions, potatoes and sometimes celery. 

It is then seasoned with pepper and parsley. 

Kasha Hrechana zi Shkvarkamy 

A very simple and popular dish in Ukraine, it 

translates to “Buckwheat cereal with chopped, 

fried bacon”. Onions are fried with the bacon, 

sometimes in a tomato sauce to add to the 

flavour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studenetz 

Similar to the Polish “Zylc”, Studenetz is a dish 

consisting of jellied meat (or occasionally fish). 

Whilst it is usually made from pig’s feet, the 

Eastern European “nothing goes to waste” 

attitude means it can even be made from the 

head! It is often served with dark rye bread. 

Syrnyky 

Popular throughout the country, Syrnyky is a 

type of fritter made from cottage cheese. 

Some variations of the dish have raisins 

added, before being served with sour cream 

and a fruit jam. 

…AND (MORE 

IMPORTANTLY), DRINK! 

Lvivske (Львівське) 

One of the more popular beverages in 

Ukraine, Lvivske is now found in some 

neighbouring countries too. The “1715” at 4% 

ABV and the “Premium” at 4.7% ABV are the 

most popular versions of the brand. For those 

seeking something a little stronger, a 7% 

“Strong” pilsner and an 8% “Porter” Stout are 

also available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persha Privatna Brovariya (Перша 

Приватна Броварня) 

Although not as commercial as Lvivske, 

Persha still manage to maintain a wide 

selection of beers. 

The “Nacionalne” (5%) and “Platinum Svitle” 

(5.6%) may be the easiest to find, but the 

“Extra” pale lager and “Avtors’ke” dark lager 

(both 6.8%) are well worth a try. 

LVIV FACT 

As well as sharing a twinning 

agreement with Winnipeg (Canada), 

St Petersburg (Russia) and Budapest 

(Hungary), Lviv is also twinned with 

Rochdale! 

LVIV FACT 

As well as football, Lviv could also be 

considered as the birthplace of Polish 

Basketball, Ice Hockey, Athletics and 

Rugby. 

 
LVIV FACT 

Portions of Steven Spielberg’s epic film 

Schindler’s List – based on real events – 

were filmed in Lviv. The city was used as 

a double for Kraków, as filming was 

more expensive in the Polish city. 
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ARENA LVIV, LVIV 
 
Constructed between November 2008 and 

October 2011, the new 34,915 capacity Arena 

Lviv (Арена Львів) cost 2,287million UAH 

(approximately £180m) to build. 

The stadium – situated in the southern part of 

the city – is the new home of Karpaty Lviv; 

replacing their former home the Ukraina 

Stadium. 

Despite being the fourth biggest stadium in 

Ukraine, the Arena Lviv will be the smallest 

stadium to host games during the 

tournament. 

The ground’s features include a semi-

transparent roof to allow sunlight onto 

the pitch, and a three-storey car park 

beneath the stadium. 

FIRST GAME 

15th November 2011 saw the stadium 

hold its first game, as Austria travelled 

to face Ukraine. 

Belarussian-born Dynamo Kyiv striker Artem 

Milevskiy became the first scorer at the 

ground, giving Ukraine an early lead; before an 

Olexandr Kucher own-goal gifted Austria a 

second-half equaliser. 

Kucher’s day got worse just ten minutes later, 

and he was dismissed for a second bookable 

offence; but substitute Marko Dević was on 

hand to give the home side a last-gasp winner. 

 

 

GAMES DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

Three games will be contested in the city of 

Lviv during Euro 2012; all of them in the 

“Group of Death”, Group B (all times local). 

Germany v Portugal – 9
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

Denmark v Portugal – 13
th
 June 2012 (19:00) 

Denmark v Germany – 17
th
 June 2012 (21:45) 

 

GETTING TO THE STADIUM 

Located seven-and-a-half kilometres south of 

the Market Square, there will be a shuttle-bus 

available to take supporters from the city 

centre to the stadium on match days.  

FAN ZONE 

Lviv’s 20,600 square-metre Fan Park will be 

located on the strip of land in the centre of 

Svobody Avenue (просп. Свободи), just a 

short walk from the Market Square. 

 

As well as a large stage and screens 

broadcasting all 31 games, the 35,000 

capacity fan zone will contain bars, restaurants 

and shops to keep fans entertained for hours; 

even when there are no games being played. 

 

 



 
 

EURO 2012 IN BED WITH MARADONA LVIV 
 

THE TEAMS 

KARPATY LVIV (Карпати Львів) 
 

Founded: 1963 

Nickname: Zeleni Levy (Green Lions) 

Honour Roll: 

Soviet Cup: 1969. 

Coach: Pavel Kucherov 

Captain: Ihor Khudobyak 

Most well-known for their recent forays into 

Europe, the club named after the nearby 

Carpathian Mountains are currently the biggest 

club in the city of Lviv. 

Founded by a group of veterans from a local 

machine plant, Karpaty spent four years in the 

USSR Second League before their first 

promotion. It was whilst in the First League 

that Karpaty lifted their only piece of 

silverware, becoming the first (and only) club 

to win the Soviet Cup whilst in the second-tier. 

1970 saw Karpaty promoted to the Soviet 

Premier League, where they achieved their 

highest pre-independence finish – 4
th
 place – 

in 1976. Just one year later though, they were 

relegated back to the First League. 

After the split of the USSR, Karpaty were 

installed into the Ukrainian Premier League, 

where they have spent 19 of the 21 seasons 

played. As well as achieving a third-place 

finish in 1998, Karpaty also reached two cup 

finals – losing out to Dynamo Kyiv on both 

occasions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POGOŃ LWÓW 
 

Founded: 1904 

Nickname: Pogończycy 

Honour Roll: 

Polish Champions: 1922, 1923, 1925, 1926. 

Formed just after the city’s first club, Czarni; 

Pogoń were one of the biggest and first clubs 

in Poland. 

Changing between the Polish and Austrian 

leagues along with the borders, Pogoń went 

on to dominate the Polish leagues during the 

mid-1920s. 

After losing form in the early thirties, Pogoń 

eventually returned to the top in 1939. But 

before the league could be finish, the Germans 

invaded and the league was suspended. By 

the time it resumed in 1945, the borders had 

swung westwards and the city was placed 

under Soviet control. The Polish population 

were forced over the border, and the club 

disbanded; with supporters forming new clubs 

in Poland. 

In 2009; backed by the Polish FA, Pogoń 

Lwów rose from the ashes to participate in the 

Lviv regional leagues. Mostly consisting of 

Polish students from the city, the revived club 

resumes its status as the oldest-surviving 

Polish football club in existence. Now, the club 

is still finding its feet in the depths of the 

Ukrainian footballing pyramid. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

 
George Hotel  

1 Mickiewicz Square 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.1km 

Distance to Airport: 6.1km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.6km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.3km 

 

 

 

Wien Hotel, 

12 Svobody Avenue 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.3km 

Distance to Airport: 5.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.5km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.0km 

 

 

 

EuroHotel Lviv, 

6A Tershakovtsiv Street 

Budget: £ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 6.7km 

Distance to Airport: 6.3km 

Distance to Train Station: 3.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.1km 

 

 

 

Grand Hotel, 

13 Svobody Avenue 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.3km 

Distance to Airport: 5.7km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.4km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.0km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delice Hotel, 

Samchuka 8 

Budget: ££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 5.7km 

Distance to Airport: 5.4km 

Distance to Train Station: 3.0km 

Distance to Fan Park: 1.7km 

 

 

Hotel Opera, 

45 Svobody Avenue. 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.6km 

Distance to Airport: 5.8km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.3km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.3km 

 

 

Swiss Hotel, 

20 Knyazya Romana Street 

Budget: £££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.0km 

Distance to Airport: 5.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.7km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.4km 

 

 

Leopolis Hotel, 

16 Teatralna Street 

Budget: ££££ 

 

Distance to Stadium: 7.4km 

Distance to Airport: 5.9km 

Distance to Train Station: 2.5km 

Distance to Fan Park: 0.1km 
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Stuart Fuller - @theballisround (all) 

 

Gdańsk 

Christa Norman (1, 2) 

magro_kr [iks_ berto – Flickr] (3) 
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Poznań 

Christopher John SSF [friarsbalsam – Flickr] 

(1) 

Remy Sharp [remysharp – Flickr] (2) 

Ainunau [Flickr] (3) 

Stuart Fuller - @theballisround (4, 5, 6) 

 

Wrocław 

Ryan Hubbard - @Ryan_Hubbard (all) 

 

Ukraine 

Michael Hudson - @DolphinHotel(1, 2) 

Vlad Archic [Flickr] (3) 

Bo Nielsen [Bo47 – Flickr] (4) 
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Kyiv 

Michael Hudson - @DolphinHotel (1, 2, 3) 
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Kharkiv 
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Flickr] (1) 
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